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The Underchord 
By Mabel Earle 


HERE the great waters gather up their glory 
Leaping out headlong from the canyon 
wall, 
With rainbows circling on their foam-crest hoary, 
And choral trumpets pealing as they fall, 
There, if one stay his step and hush his spirit, 
Beneath the torrent’s crashing thunder-tone 
Murmuring, vibrant, marvelous he shall hear it— 
The underchord no mortal harp has known. 
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But whoso hears the chord may never claim it, 
Nor capture it on sounding strings or keys ; 
No music known of man shall ever name it, 
Nor solve its interwoven harmonies. 
Linked with the waves it dwells, apart and under, 
One with the flying spray and rainbow gleam, 
And none may know it save amid the wonder 
And mystery of the mountain and the stream. 


There is another stream beside whose sweeping 
Men stay their steps and hush their hearts aggin, 
While the vast mingled voice of human weeping 
Rings out across the rock-bound heights of pain. 
Sad with the sadness of all vain endeavor, 
Sharp with all suffering, deep with sob and moan; 
Yet through the mighty surging voice forever 
Thrills up to God a glorious undertone, 


Not elsewhere than in bitter tribulation 
Is born the music of that mingled strain, 
The harmony uplifted in oblation 
Of love and faith victorious over pain. 
And whoso passing by shall pause to hear it, 
Lo, let him know the Presence of the Lord, 
And the immortal splendor of man’s spirit 
Wrung out in triumph through that underchord. 


It may be that the choiring angels yonder 

Have caught the strain no mortal harp may hold; 
The glory of that music and its wonder 

May yet be heard within the gates of gold. 
And on the altar-stairs of heaven ascending 

It may be that God’s white-robed seraphim 
Shall sing among his praises never-ending 

The song of hearts that broke, and trusted him, 








Better than Seeking Blessings 


Better than seeking God's blessing is seeking to 


be God’s blesser. And God's richest blessing comes 
to those who have forgotten to desire it in their longing 
to see others blessed. Suppose we should meditate 
in prayer each evening upon the words of Frederick 
Deering Blake : ‘‘ Not what has happened to myself to- 
day, but what has happened to others through me —that 
should be my thought.’" Suppose we should ask Christ 
in the early morning, daily, to make the purpose and 


passion of our life that day his constant, direct enrich- 
ment of others through us. There would be little 
time then for self-seeking—even for feeling our own 
spiritual pulse and selfishly, hinderingly concerning 
ourselves about getting a greater blessing from Christ. 
Christ will take abundant care of our blessing if we 
will let him use us abundantly to bless others. 
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The Exchange 

Our worst may be exchanged for God's best 
whenever we will. The vilest, blackest, most dishon- 
oring sins of our life we may turn over to him and 
receive in return the purity, love, power, and life of 
God in Christ for our very own, now and forever. As 
Philip Doddridge expressed it in his old familiar hymn, 


*¢ I'll drop my burden at his feet, 
And bear a song away.”’ 


That is an exchange that only the love of God could 
have devised. There is no cringing or grieving pos- 
sible for the forgiven sinner who has thus accepted 
the fulness of God's wonderful bounty ; only irre- 
pressible joy and thanksgiving. If God can blot out 
and forget our sins, we must not and need not remem- 
ber them. We may forever cease to be burden- 
bearers, letting instead God's song flood life for our- 
selves and all about us, 
ax 


Christ Better than a Helper 

It is better to have Christ than to have Christ’s 
help. Many a disciple of Christ is stumbling along 
in a defeated, discouraged life because he has made 
the mistake of never asking Christ for more than his 
help. Christ is not satisfied with merely helping us. 
He does not want us to work for him while he is along- 
side helping. He wants us forever to stop trying to 
work for him, and once for all let him assume the 
whole burden and responsibility, the initiative and the 
achieving, of what we have ignorantly been thinking 
was our work. When we do this, letting him become 
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our very life instead of our helper, he can begin to do 
the mighty things with us and through us that he 
promises to do with the foolish, the weak, the base 
ones of earth which we are. He wants to use us, for 
example, just as literally and completely as a man 
uses a lead pencil to write with, The man does not 
hei the pencil to write ; the man writes, and is wholly 
responsible for the writing ; the finished writing is his 
work, not the pencil’s. So.it is with Christ and a 
surrendered disciple ; Christ does it all, simply using 
the human instrument which is wholly ‘yielded up to 
his use. What we need to realize is that this is not a 
figure of speech, but the most literal, glorious reality : 
that the Lord Jesus Christ, living within us and filling 
us with himself, will actually utter every word that 
proceeds from us, perform every action, overcome 
and liberate us from every temptation, do 47s will and 
his works himself ‘with us, to undefeatable, glorious 
results, if we abandon ourselves unto him in completely 
acknowledged helplessness and self-death, It is then 
that for us to live becomes Christ. 


Pat 
Capitalizing Troublesome People 


It is good to be forced to listen to that which 
would irritate us if we would let it. We never need 
to let it ; and so we may always rejoice in the experi- 
ence, A Bible class teacher, writing to a friend about 
a certain member of his class who, according to his 
custom, interrupted the class discussion with an inci- 
dent that of itself was not worth listening to, said : 
‘* Nobody cared anything about hearing his story ; it 
is seldom that anything he says has any conceivable 
bearing upon the matter in hand ; but he has been 
good for the class in training all of us in gentleness 
and courtesy. And he enjoys it."’ Such a member 
enriches the life of any class that insists on being en- 
riched at any cost, as we all should,» Most of us have 
the blessing of troublesome people in our life very 
frequently. What a pity that we should, by our own 
failure, ever make a loss or a hindrance of that which 
God would always turn to rich account for us ! 
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‘* And Breaking It He Gave to Them 


O THE bewildered disciples the days after Cal- 
vary were dark with the remembrance of a lost 
cause and a lost Christ. He to whom they had 

given themselves, abandoning all for him, had come 
upon evil days, and life for them was filled with 
amazed forebodings, and with keen grief over the loss of 
a friend like unto no other friend they had ever known. 

Two of them were on their way to Emmaus, puzzled 
by doubts, communing together, questioning each the 
other, when they were joined by one whom they did 
not recognize. But he at once was on close terms with 
them. Before long he was leading in the conversation, 
rehearsing the reasonableness of the great events that 
were so baffling to them. So drawn to him were they 
that they constrained him to remain with them at the 
day's close. Their hearts were stirred by what he had 
said to them on the way. They could not let him go 
from them yet. 

As they sat down. together for the evening meal ‘‘ he 
took the bread and blessed ; and breaking it he gave to 
them.’’ What was it that suddenly disclosed to them 
their lost Christ? It was like him to bless and to give. 
Did they see a gesture, catch an inflection of the dear 
voice, perceive an expression of that beloved coun- 
tenance, recalling precious memories so clearly that 
they could not mistake the identity of their guest? 
‘« Their eyes were opened, and they knew him.’’ That 
was enough. It was aprofound experience, this return 
of the crucified Master of their lives. They must 
communicate it to others forthwith. And when in Jeru- 
salem ~** they rehearsed the things that had happened 





in the way,’’ they explained that the Lord was dis- 
closed’ to them ‘‘in the breaking of the bread.’' By 
this familiar covenant act, in the simple provision of 
the hour at the end of that road to a new experience, 
the Master made known his living presence, dispelling 
their doubt and turning their questionings into eager 
declaration of their experience. 

Even the crudest materialist will not miss the intent 
of the scene at the end of that weary day. The hun- 
gry, desolate disciples are there. The evening meal 
is ready. The stranger is blessing the food. But 
these men have a hunger that the bread can never 
satisfy. The depth of the experience of that evening, 
infinitely deeper than any gratitude for material gifts, 
is in the restored, the living, the immediate Christ, to 
whom the flame of their love leaps forth in this hour 
of overjoyed and blessed surprise. Christ is the 
glowing, glad reality before their opened eyes. 

But while the intent of that scene will not be missed, 
there are many to-day whose eyes are still not opened 
to the presence of the Christ with his outstretched, 
pierced hands, while the mere material means of his 
revealing of himself are so valued that they obscure 
the Christ himself. The bread on the table is re- 
garded with satisfaction by its possessor. The spir- 
itual significance of the fact that it is there at all i., 
with many, hardly a fleeting thought. Indeed, one 
of our perils as individuals and as nations is that we 
are liable to have thankfulness in proportion to the 
quantity of material in our possession, rather than an 
outright, unmeasured, and unbargained thankfulness 
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for the great realities of the spiritual life that we can- 
not weigh by the pound. ‘The disciples at Emmaus 
were undoubtedly grateful for the bread placed before 
them ; but the bread did mot obscure the great spir- 
itual fact of Christ. 

There is nothing more irregular, shifting, and 
changeful than material possessions as a basis for 
' gratitude ; for the instability of the things themselves 
and the uncertainty as to whether they are to provea 
blessing or a curse leave us quite in the dark as to 
any unvarying test of their real value to the individ- 
ual. A good farm may be a bad gift to one man, while 
a poor farm may be a good gift to another. A very 
profitable business may wreck one man, while a strug- 
gling enterprise may be the making of another man. 
The mere having of a certain quantity of goods is 
wholly problematical as a standard cause for grati- 
tude, Yet we are liable to count up our individual 
and national causes for thankfulness chiefly in ma- 
terial terms. 

But whatever the uncertainties of material holdings, 
there are great spiritual verities ready for all, pressing 
in upon every life ip a thousand ways, and measured 
only in the terms of infinity. It is a glorious fact that 
the best in life is freely offered to every soul. While 
material possessions are elusive, and gained by unend- 
ing toil, spiritual things not only are not withheld, 
but they crowd in upon us in lavish, outpoured wealth 
of loving provision. They are not won in the rough- 
handed competition of a few dynamic, surcharged 
souls, but are simply to be received in quiet, yielding 
faith, alike by the most masterful, or the most frail 
and unaggressive personality. The lesser values are 
open to a few dominating spirits driving on to their 
chosen material goal. The eternal and supreme 
values are not only open to all, but are pressed upon 
all with loving, patient insistence. 

One man approaches Thanksgiving Day with little 
joy in his heart. He has no bumper crops on his 
land. He has worked hard and faithfully, too. He 
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drives the old horse and)buggy even yet, while his 
neighbors roar past him im automobiles, He almost 
wishes that the president would name a day of thanks- 
giving no more, because that day makes a man think 
of what he hasn't quite as much as of what he has. 
Another has added farm to farm, until his cares have 
been multiplied ten-fold, He sees little now of his 
wife or children. He has grown rich in money and 
lands. And yet as Thanksgiving Day draws near he 
recoils from its observance, because his possessions 
are so meaningless to him in the shadow of what they 
have cost his own inner life, and his family, Both 
these men are devotees of false measures, and each is 
pitifully needy at the heart of his life. 

It is a glorious fact that the Christ who is abund- 
antly adequate to the need of every life is not so much 
a possession offered to all, as he is a possessor. Un- 
less this were true, our ability to lay hold upon him 
would be the disappointing measure of our possession of 
him. He is not only ready to enter into every life, 
but he wills to replace that life with his own, so that 
he may completely control the whole being into which 
he has been received. The restored Christ at Em- 
maus was a restored Master, who would take charge 
of these bewildered men. He had never been absent 
from them. Only by accommodation of language 
can it be said that Ae was restored to them. It was 
rather that they were brought, in their great need, 
back to him. 

Thanksgiving even for the supreme spiritual gift 
does not, then, find its source in a sense of what we 
hold as our own, but far more in the knowledge that 
we who are so easily bewildered by empty and allur- 
ing aims are held, if we are willing, by the risen, liv- 
ing Lord, in balanced sanity and service through his 
indwelling. Not what we have in our keeping, or 
have not, but the blessed fact that Christ has us in 
his eternal keeping, quickens us to proclaim each new 
day a day of thanksgiving, in abiding confidence and 
joy. 





Are Sin-Scars Necessary ? 

How men and women long to get out from under 
the awful burden of their past sins ! Can they do so? 
Can they be healed from even the very scars of sin, or 
must such scars always remain? What sin-penalty 
does God want a forgiven sinner to bear and be con- 
scious of as he enters upon the new life in Christ? 
A Pennsylvania reader writes : 


I have read your splendid editorial on ‘‘ Defeating the Un- 
failing Detective’’ in your issue of October 14. It contains 
some statements and implications which I am unable to recon- 
cile with facts which I know by observation, 

You say: ‘‘ Even sin-scars themselves are not inevitable or 
necessary. When the sinner, through repentance and forgive- 
ness, returns to normal, healthy relations with God in Christ, 
such an infinitely effective rebuilding process will be set at 
work as completely to reconstruct him at the point of weak- 
ness.”" 

Quoting from John R. Mott, you say: ‘* Christ can save 
from the results of our past, as well as save in the present."’ 

Again, you quote approvingly from President Mackenzie's 
** ‘The Final Faith’’: ‘*The horrid and unchristian doctrine 
that we must carry the scars of our sins forever upon cur per- 
sons and in our memories. . . is to be rejected as an insult to 
God and an injury to many a perturbed conscience.”’ 

Once more: ‘* If we let Christ find us and master us and fill 
us, he can and will save us to completeness of life in him." 

From all this I understand you to teach that God through 
Christ saves the penitent from all the consequences of a past 
sinful career,—ad/ the consequences, not only spiritual, but 
mental, and even physical, By ‘completeness of life,”’ I 
understand you to mean restoration to their normal powers 
of every faculty of soul and every weakened physical part. 

I have in mind a man in middle life who is suffering from 
mental and physical weaknesses incurred through vicious 

outhful indiscretions. I have reason to believe that this man 

as repented, figuratively, in sackcloth and ashes, of the sins 
of youth which have resulted in a blighted life and a body 
robbed of its normal powers. 

May I ask for a reconciliation of the teaching of your article 
with the facts in the specific case cited ? 


The truth of the gospel seems to be that spiritual 
scars can be forever removed ; physical scars can be 
removed so far as this is necessary to the complete- 
ness of a man’s spiritual life in Christ. Only that 
was intended by the editorial in question. 

If a man loses an arm while drunk, that arm is not 
restored when later he makes in faith the complete 
surrender to Christ which means that now to him to 
live is Christ. The physical scar of the lost arm he 
carries through life. The removing of that scar is not 
essential to the completeness of his life in Christ. 

On the other hand, there are physical results or 
scars caused by various sins, such as drunkenness, 
which are unquestionably removed forever for one who 
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receives and abides in Christ. The story is told of 
S. H. Hadley that he was once remonstrated with by a 
physician for telling drunkards that if they came to 
Christ they could be quickly and completely delivered 
from their drunkenness, and even from the desire to 
drink. And the physician explained the destroying 
effects of alcohol on the stomach, and the craving for 
drink which is thus physiologically inevitable. 

‘« Praise the Lord,’’ shouted Hadley. 

The physician inquired Mr. Hadley’s meaning. 

‘* Praise the Lord,’’ responded Mr. Hadley again, 
with irrepressible enthusiasm. And when a second 
time he was pressed for the reason for his strange be- 
havior, he answered with shining face : 

‘¢T knew that the Lord would give a man a new 
heart, but I never knew before that he would give him 
a new stomach,"’ 

But that is just what the Lord has done for thou- 
sands of drink-wrecked sinners who have trusted 
Christ to reconstruct them at their point of greatest 
weakness, They needed a new stomach, a new 
physical life, for the completeness of their spiritual 
life in Christ ; and he gave it to them, 

That seems to be the line that God intends to fol- 
low in removing our sin-scars. A man may indeed 
so weaken his body and mind by sin that neither 
body nor mind will ever again in this life have its in- 
tended strength or efficiency. But God can and will 
bring even that man’s life in Christ to whatever de- 
gree of completeness his surrender and abiding will 
allow ; and this may be just as great as it would have 
been had he not been thus weakened by sin. 

In other words, sin’s worst scars, the spiritual, can 
be removed, To doubt this is to distrust the power 
of God's forgiving love in the blood of Jesus Christ. 
John in his First Epistle (4 : 17) speaks a fearlessly 
strong word on this, when he says: ‘‘ Herein is love 
made perfect with us, that we may have boldness in 
the day of judgment: because as he is, even so are 
we in this world.’’ Christ's cleansing power is such 
that he is satisfied with nothing less for. us, now and 
here, than God's own life. And that is not a sin- 
scarred life. It is all a mystery and a miracle, but a 
blessed and glorious reality, that when God in Christ 
forgives he does away, in us, with all the spiritual con- 
sequences of our past sins. If we doubt this, as so 
many do, then by the very sin of doubt we receive 
again into our being, and with disastrous results, the 
old or new sins and their consequences. Thus not all 
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converted drunkards continue free from the appetite of 
drink. If they break their abiding in Christ, by fail- © 
ing to trust and obey, his power. in them is hinder 

and they suffer accordingly. 

It is true that there may be temporal results from 
our past sins that will not be changed for us in this 
life. A defaulting banker may perhaps forfeit the 
opportunity of ever again serving in a position of trust 
that involves other people’s money. But, repentant 
and forgiven, he may in Christ serve his fellows spir- 
itually as gloriously as any man of his generation, — 
yes, as fully, forthe time.that remains, as he could 
have done had he not committed the sin of theft. 

** What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.’’ There 
is an awful, perhaps an eternal, loss in every sin that 
is committed. The years of the unrepentant sinner’s 
wasted life and opportunity are never replaced. The 
minutes that were lost to-day by the sin of one whose 
usual life is blessedly in Christ will not come back. 
Only God knows what the full loss of every sin is ; 
surely we could not endure the knowledge. The lov- 
ing call of God’s forgiving grace to let him cleanse us, 
restore us to our rightful place’ in Christ, and forever 
obliterate the scars of our sinning, is only an infinitely 
greater reason for our turning in fear and horror from 
every sin that would even tempt us. The scars can 
indeed be done away with; but the fact that we 
sinned, and with awful loss, remains unchanged. And 
only God knows whether the deliberate and conscious 
sinning of one who thus presumes on God's grace may 
end in the final loss of desire and opportunity ever to 
seek that grace which would have removed all scars 


and all sin, 
x 
What Does Predestination Determine ? 


We should never let that which is beyond our 
understanding conflict with that which God has plainly 
put within our understanding. It is well to bear this 
in mind as we consider the old problem of ‘ predes- 
tination’’—rendered in the Revision ‘‘ foreordina- 
tion.’’ On this mystery a Virginia reader, in a letter 
of some length, comments : 


I do not believe in predestination in the sense that God de- 
cides at time of birth what will be the final judgment to be 
passed on any individual at death. 


Nor need any one. God may foreknow without 
fore-deciding. The foreknowledge of God may be 
complete and infallible while the decision for or 
against God still remains wholly that of the individual, 
The very passage over which many have stumbled, 
Romans 8 : 29, 30, suggests an interesting thought 
justhere, ‘* Whom he foreknew, he also foreordained 
to be conformed to the image of his Son.’’ That is, 
those who God foreknew would receive Christ, them 
he foreordained to the salvation which is in Christ. 

Dwight L. Moody, Henry Drummond, and H. Clay 
Trumbull were once talking together at Northfield, 
when an inquirer asked how God's foreknowledge 
and man’s free will were to be reconciled. At once 
one of the three responded, ‘‘I believe that God has 
toreordained the freedom of every man’s will.’’ And 
that seems to be a reasonable and a scriptural belief. 
There are too many ‘‘whosoevers’’ in the New Tes- 
tament, and other declarations that God ‘‘ would have 
‘all men to be saved”’ to leave us in any doubt as to 
God’ s doing everything in 4és power to foreordain every 
one’s salvation. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


LMIGHTY GOD, our Father; God of men and nations ; 
Lord of heaven and earth: We rejoice in our heritage, 
bought for us by the agony of Gethsemane and Calvary ; 

planned for us in thine eternal thought and boundless love ; 
wrought out for us by thy Spirit and thy Providence through 
long ages and the toils and struggles of countless generations. 
We recognize thy matchless gifts to us as no mere accident of 
history, but the divinely prepared climax of the centuries. We 
take our liberty, our prosperity, our enlightenment, mechan- 
ical comfort, public peace, domestic and social affluence—at 
thy hand, as merely a small though vital part of thy glorious 
redemption through Jesus Christ... . Cure us, we pray thee, 
of our besotted narrowness and our crippling dislocations. 
Uproot our prejudices. . Weed out our dislikes. Wash away 
our unclean displeasure with those who differ from us. Make 
our hearts too Christly to hold a grudge or cherish resent- 
ment. Make usgenerous. Purge away graft from our politics, 
greed from our commerce, vice from our recreations, lawless- 
ness from our habits, and complicity with sin from our statutes. 
Give us a religion pure and warm enough to make intemper- 
ance intolerable and a degrading liquor traffic impossible—in 
law or fact. . . . Lord Jesus, we here hail thee as our King and 
Portion. ‘lhou hast smitten us, and our foes, with the sword 
of truth. Sinners though we be, thou dost confine us only in 
the feasting chamber of thy Love, with bounties sptead before 
us beyond our power to consume. Our hearts go out to thee 
in devout and adoring affection, and in longing for closer fel- 
lowship with thee, for ourselves and for our fellow-men. 


























LESSON FORK NOV. 26 (Neh. 1) 


The Regicide 


EVITE as he was, he had been born a fighter. 
Even as a child he had hunted wild animals that 
were the terror of grown men, Before he had 

come to manhood he was off to the cave of Adullam 
and a leader among those wild, free spirits. The 
civil war brought only new distinctions; the era of 


conquest which followed had advanced him still far- — 


ther ; he grew in greatness as did the poet-king his 
master, until the whole standing army held but three 
who outranked him. Beside all, he was a popular 
hero, the idol of the people; nothing had ever been 
too hazardous for him, ballads were sung of his exploits, 
his prowess was made the theme of tales incredible, 


only official chroniclers could name the number of his - 


battles and sieges ; his personal encounters there was 
no reckoning up; and yet, always, to the end of his 
threescore years and ten, that one skirmish stood 


out, distinct from all the others, lonely in its unique, ~ 


utter horror. 

As captain of the body-guard he would naturally 
have been at the capital, but inaction had made him 
restless and to obtain permission to visit the front had 
been merely a form. The Hittite he overtook, re- 
turning with a message to the commander-in-chief, and 
naturally they went on in company. Not before mid- 
night did they pass the pickets, but next morning he 
was out before sunrise. The tasting again of actual 
warfare made him as radiantly hilarious as the young- 
est recruit: greeting old friends, hearing and telling 
the latest news ; and then, in the very midst of it all, 
as if to set the climax to his joy, the alarm was sounded 
—the enemy had sallied upon the advance line. He 
leaped to the back of the first horse he could reach, 
raced into the conflict and reached the fighting just 
at the incredible moment. 


HE stroke that killed his horse was, he believed, 
an honest one, but he who tripped him in his 
forward rush was one of hisown men, The 

Hittite he caught one glimpse of, far ahead, in the 
very gate of the city. The man was crazy to have 
pushed on so far, but just such sheer insanity won 
battles sometimes, —by such insane tactics he had won 
battles himself; and in a voice that made shields 
rattle he bellowed the battle cry, leaped to his feet 
and plunged on tothe rescue. Then the whole craven 
mass thickened and clogged him. Beside himself 
with rage, he struggled and shouted. Against appal- 
ling odds the Hittite was holding his ground ; they 
might yet reach him ; the city’s fate might in_an hour 
be sealed if they showed but an echo of his’ daring. 
Such words he shouted in fierce gasps, as he strove to 
rally them, but ever they closed the tighter, clutching 
him like a quicksand. 

The agony of hours seemed crushed into. those 
frantic moments, These were the men beside whom 
he had fought in countless. battles. He would have 
said that to the uttermost he knew them; yet they 
hung back, slunk from his gaze, the seeming vic- 
tims of hopeless, helpless panic. He ordered, en- 
treated, grappled them with his hands, struck them 
with the flat of his sword, cursed them at last with 
hideous blasphemies, and then—he suddenly flung 
off authority. He was no more the captain of the 
king’s guard ; he was one man going to the rescue of 
his friend, and, with a cry of warning, he cut his way 
through his own men, his eyes blazing, his sword 
bloodstained to the hilt, his lips thundering the battle- 
cry which never before hid they heard unmoved. 


Pye he caught a glimpse of the Hittite, beset by 
foes as he had seen a wounded lion beset by 
dogs ; but even as he leaped toward him the 
man went down, swarmed over by the pack. And in 
that moment the climax was put to the incredible for, 
as if by magic, his own troops forgot their panic, ral- 
lied in splendid order, and brought him off; they even 
brought off the body of the Hittite. 

An arrow, shot from the city wall, had found a joint 
in his armor. With a vicious jerk he tore it out. 
Then, without word or sign to any.one, he strode back 
to the camp, past the sentry, and into the tent of the 
com mander-in-chief. 

**Who held command before the. gate this morn- 
ing ?*' he demanded. 





The.chronology of the Bible events on which this imaginative 
sketch is based is not followed in this narrative. 
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The commander looked up, frowning at his tem- 
pestuous intrusion. 

‘*Uriah the Hittite,"" he answered impassively. 

‘*And under him—?"’ 

Impassively still the commander named a half 
dozen officers. 

‘‘They should be courtmartialed for cowardice. 
They have disgraced their king, their country and 
their God."’ 

‘‘And the result is—?"’ 

** We have lost as brave a soldier as ever fought for 
the king.’’ 

‘«The Hittite ?"’ 

‘*Murdered by his own men, with the sword of 
Ammon.”’ 

The commander smiled grimly. 

‘* And his wife is—a widow.”’ 

Something ot the same wild bewilderment that he 
had felt in the skirmish fell on the soldier. 

‘*What do you mean?’’ he shouted. ‘‘Do you 
care nothing for all this ?’’ 

‘‘Surely,’’ returned the commander, ‘‘but more 
for my own head. What do you mean, Benaiah?’’ 
he demanded, with sudden directness. ‘‘ Is this part 
of the game, that you shall play holy innocent ?’’ 


PON the brow of the captain of the body-guard 
the veins stood forth like cords, and his hands 
opened and closed with ominous slowness. 

‘‘I play no games,’’ he answered. ‘What you 
would say, say plainly.’’ 

The commander's gesture was one of incredulous 
impatience. 

‘¢I had my authority,’’ he said. ‘‘ Have it now, 
and not a step would I have gone without it : that 
they knew full well who sent it. It is appointed for 
all men to die. To-day it was appointed for him.’’ 

‘« By whom appointed ?’’ 

‘« By the king. You tell me you did not know it?’’ 

A sudden weakness shot through the giant frame. 
Out of the mist of things forgotten came back a word 
that he had wiped from his mind as one wipes foul- 
ness from his hand,—a word that he would gladly have 
blotted with blood could he have traced it to any 
fightable source. : 

‘¢I did not know it,’’ he answered simply. 

‘So? Well, I like you better. I thought you 
must know, since you came in together. I counted 
they had not quite trusted me, so sent you to watch 
me. I might not,’’—he paused, his face the battle- 
ground of troubled thoughts,—‘‘I might not have 
done it—so quickly—only for that. It’s simply—’”’ 

And with a cynical directness he told the story, 
while his listener turned sick and giddy, feeling the 
solid ground beneath him rock like a boat in tempest. 

‘* You had his order,—the king’s?’’ he gasped. 

‘* There lies the letter.’’ 

His training asa soldier asserted itself. He gripped 
his nerves, took up the letter, read it, critically ex- 
amined the king's seal, and laid it down, 

‘* It was the letter he carried himself. He showed 
it.to me,’’ he murmured, 

** Exactly.”’ 

‘« And the rest,—that is true also ?’’ 

‘* You should know better than I. Ask the scandal- 
mongers at home there.’’ 

For a moment the captain of the bodyguard stood 
silent. He took a step or two as if to leave the tent, 
then turned and came back. 

** You know my father—the priest ?’’ he said. 

«* Surely.’’ 

The commander plainly found his behavior annoy- 
ingly puzzling. 

‘* And know that like him I am not given to speak- 
ing lightly or blasphemously.”’ 

‘* You are not."’ 

‘*Then listen.'’ And with a composure and de- 
liberation which made his utterance frightful, he went 
on: ‘* May the curse of Him who bears the Ineffable 
Name rest on those cowards who in the day of battle 
turned back. May they live without joy and die 
without honor. May it rest on the king, whose vile 
heart first conceived this infamy. Where love and 
trust most harbor may he find treachery. And may 
it rést on you, his tool for evil. .In trouble may you 
cry out, and find no voice of friend to answer you."’ 


A fighter with the “temper of a brushfire and morals 
fit for a maiden” tries his hand at king-killing 





He turned on his heel and stalked from the tent ; 
and so numbing had been the magnificent audacity 
of it that he was beyond reach before the dazed com- 
mander, purple with rage, had struggled to his feet. 
His very fury choked his first words ; and then, as he 
glared after the retreating figure, his judgment 
wakened. 

‘* He'll get over it,"’ he growled. ‘‘The man’s a 
fool. An insane, driveling fool ! Temper of a brush- 
fire and morals fit for a maiden. But,’’ he smiled 
grimly, ‘just that will keep him from ever holding 
my place. A good subordinate, if a man strokes him 
the right way and forgets things like this."’ 


T WAS evening when Benaiah ascended the hill to 
the palace. During the long, swift, lonely ride 
from Rabbah, there had been ample time for re- 

flection ; but in his fixed purpose he had not one 
moment wavered, Never had their relations been 
simply those of monarch and subject,—alraost from 
childhood they had been friends. When his great 
triumph over the dreaded Philistine champion had 
brought the ruddy youth fame in a day, Benaiah, but 
few years his junior, had been among those who with 
joy flocked out to meet him. Under him he had 
seen his first real service. Not once had his whole- 
hearted devotion wavered during the stressful days 
when the insane old king was hunting him like a 
partridge on the mountains. They had shared the 
same dangers and bivouacs, had fought and foraged 
for each other, and more than once, in some deep 
limestone cave or lonely shepherd’s hut, he and the 
rude harp had been the king's only companions. 

That harp, to him who was unblessed by any gift 

of song, had always been a veritable miracle, as in 
the hands of their young captain its music accompa- 
nied old ballads, sung about soldiers’ camp-fires for 
generations, or, better still, served its player's own 
improvisings and helped him to tell their victories, 
their joys, their aspirations. What glorious days had 
those been! And other good days had followed. In 
the pursuit from Ziklag they had ridden side by side, 
a hundred times during the wars of conquest they had 
gone torth together to battle, a score of times his 
bow or spear had snatched the king from threat- 
ening death. And now, with determined heart and 
steadfast feet, he went to take the life he then had 
shielded. 


HE counsel so cynically given he had followed. 
He had sought out the scandal-mongers. The 
letter Joab had shown him was no cunning for- 

gery. The king was guilty, and he smiled grimly as 
he recalled a newly promulgated order of the court : 
that state criminals should meet their death at the 
hands of the captain of the body-guard. 

What for another man would have been hedged 
with a thousand perilous difficulties would for him be 
absurdly simple. His rank secured his entrance. 
New come as he was from the front, the king would 
welcome him ; a word would tell he knew the guilty 
secret. One thrust—beyond that his thought went 
not, One thrust would suffice, and, once justice was 
done, the rest was with Jehovah. 

He was at the very door of the royal apartments 
when he heard his name called, and turned to meet 
a familiar figure. In the old outlaw days this man, 
feeling perhaps in his own gentle heart the stirring of 
some strange, errant impulse, had gone out with them 
to be their priest and prophet, repressing their fierce- 
ness, directing their aspirations, turning their thoughts 
ever to things higher than war and pillage. In 
Benaiah’s heart he had stood ever next to the king 
and his own father ; and yet—he could not have told 
why—he was just now the one man of all others 
whom he would most gladly have shunned. 

**I was just seeking yout captain,’’ explained the 
elder man. ‘‘ They tell me that to speak with the 
king a password is necessary, and you, I think, will 
vouch for me.’’ 

«« You shall see him,’’ he said, ‘‘ as soon as I have 
made my report. I am just come with news from the 
front.”’ 

From of old he had dreaded those eyes that seemed 
to read one’s soul to the uttermost. He dreaded‘them 

(Continued on page 578) 
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The Value of the Spade in the Conflicts of Faith 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D. 








A COMPANY of theological students were robbed 
of clothing. They marshaled a posse of their 
fellow-students, pursued the thieves and finally 
cornered them. But one of them drew a pistol 
and forced his way through the ranks of this volunteer 
constabulary at one point, though he was afterward 
caught by the officers. At the trial, the young man 
who had looked into the pistol was asked to identify 
the thieves. He could be certain about only one of 
them. ‘But why,’’ said the lawyer, ‘‘do you re- 
member this man and not the others?’’ ‘Well,”’ 
said the young theolog, ‘‘I gave most attention to the 
man with the pistol !"’ 

The biblical discussions of the day, those started by 
critics liberal and critics conservative and critics of all 
kinds and shades, may not be the most important 
biblical interests with which the spade of the archeolo- 
gist is concerned. That question will be considered 
in the next article, and some surprising things may 
be developed. But important or not important, these 
biblical discussions are to the front, and they are en- 
grossing more interest and attention than almost any 
other biblical subject, and sometimes more than all 
other subjects of biblical research. Where a conflict 
is being waged, there, for the time being, attention is 
certain to be centered. Whether our opponent be 
important or not, and whether the issues which he 
raises be of little value or of great, we all do give most 
attention ‘‘to the man with the pistol.'"" We may 
decry discussion and wish to escape it and heartily 
desire that all the critics were in the bottom of the 
sea, but while weapons are flashing around us, we 
must give attention. to the disturbance criticism is 
making. So the value of the spade in the present 
biblical discussions must receive our attention still 
further before we pass on to consider the aid which 
the results of archeological research contribute to other 
phases of biblical study. In addition to the value of 
the fragments of ancient civilization which archeologi- 
cal research contributes toward the identification of 


biblical sites and objects and events, and the value of- 


the facts of ancient civilization thus produced for the 
testing of the various. theories concerning the biblical 
accotiht, the value of the spade is also the value of 
fixing boundaries. 


HE conflict that raged a few years ago around 
Port Arthur was for a long time, indeed almost 
to the end, a conflict to settle boundaries. The 

first great fight was at the narrow isthmus which con- 
nects the peninsula with the mainland. When the 
Japanese won at that point, a boundary was thus 
established to mark the limits of the conflict and con- 
fine it tothe peninsula, Then battle after battle raged 
as the weeks went by, until the conflict came at last 
to be within very narrow limits, and could not be car- 
ried outside of those limits. Thus the Japanese en- 
larged their boundaries and narrowed those of the 
beleagured fortress, At last came the surrendez, 
There has always been a conflict around the Word of 
God ; it is not a new thing of this generation. There 
will always be a conflict in this world between rational- 
ism and faith. This battle also always rages at the boun- 
daries, and the effort is to push boundaries back or for- 
ward and so give the conflict a narrower or wider field. 
It is worth a great deal to either side to push the boundary 
back and limit the conflict to a narrower field for the 
enemy, or secure a wider range for themselves, accord- 
ing as the requirements of the case may be. So the 
conflicts of the faith, like the conflicts of nations, is 
for maintaining a frontier. 

Many years ago—but not so very many years ago 
as some would have us think—it was claimed that the 
boundary for biblical literature must be set after the 
time of Moses. But the spade found the tablets at 
Tell el Amarna, at Lachish, at Gezer, and at Taanach, 
and set that boundary away back in the patriarchal 
history,; so that literature among the Hebrews is not 
only possible but quite to be expected much earlier 
than the time of Moses. The boundary of civilization 
in Palestine was claimed to be far down the course of 
patriarchal life, and so it was asserted that nothing 
could be said in favor of the high degree of culture 
attributed to the patriarchs in the Bible. But that 
boundary has also been put back by the spade until 
it can be said in the words of Professor W. Max 





The man who assumes that the Bible may be his- 
torically in error because some one else says 50, 
would do better to give the Bible the benefit of the 
doubt. That is one of the lessons of archeological ° 
tesearch. The actual field-work with pick and 
spade, as Dr. Kyle points out, is reaching conclu- 
sions ‘‘in accord with the accuracy and entire 
tcustworthiness of the Word of God.” How cer- 
tain destructive ‘‘ conclusions ’’ have been set aside 
by archeologists in the field is the intensely in- 
teresting theme that Dr. Kyle here works out with 
important cases in point. 








Miiller, ‘‘ the civilization of Palestine in the patriarchal 
age was fully equal to that of Egypt.’’ 

‘« But at least,’’ said rationalism, ‘‘ we will hold the 
boundary of laws, No such code of laws as the Bible 
contains could possibly exist as early as the time 
of Moses.’’ But the spade at Shushan set that 
boundary back to the days of Hammurabi, five hun- 
dred years before Moses, 


TILL more explicitly, rationalism has argued that 
many nations and tribes are represented as hold- 
ing a place entirely too early in the history of 

the world, These representations of Scripture are 
thus by them declared to be anachronisms. If one 
should announce that he had seen a book which had 
been printed in Europe in the tenth century every 
high-school boy would laugh, because he knows that 
the art of printing was not known in Europe until the 
early part of the fifteenth century. The ana¢hronism 
thus presented seems utterly ridiculous to us. Now, 
it was said that the ascribing of the place in history to 
Edom and Moab given them in the early portions of 
the Bible is equally ridiculous, since they did not 
exist as represented until long afterward. But an 
Egyptian papyrus, the papyrus Anastasia, gives a re- 
port of one of the officers of Pharaoh Meremptah II. 
The officer mentions that the Edomites desired to 
come over from the Sinai peninusula and pasture 
their flocks in the region about Succoth in Egypt. 
This took place about the time of the Exodus ; so 
that the Edomites not only were then in existence, 
but they had at that time already wandered entirely 
across the Sinai peninsula and even desired to enter 
the Delta of Egypt. Thus this boundary of the his- 
tory of Edom is established to be at least as far back 
as the Bible account demands, The facts concerning 
Moab, as the spade has brought them to light, are 
equally interesting. In front of the great gateway of 
the temple of Luxor there have been uncovered -the 
bases of three great statues, upon two of which bases 
the statues still remain, statues of Rameses II. Around 
the base of these two statues run lines of inscription 
which give, after the boastful manner of the Pharaohs, 
lists of peoples and lands which Rameses claimed to 
have conquered in some military expedition. Some- 
times the conquest boasted by the king was made by 
his great-grandfather or some other more remote an- 
cestor, yet claimed for himself. . In one of these lists 
here at Luxor is the boast of Rameses the Great that 
he had subdued Moab. | Whether he really did do so 
or not is not known, and it is of-no consequence to 
us here. The significant fact is that Moab existed at 
that time, and.that also. it was of sufficient importance 
even in that day, before the Exodus, to be mentioned 
in a list of conquests of one of the greatest military 
monarchs of ancient times. Thus the boundary for 
the history of Moab is set as early as the Bible ac- 
count requires. 


A NOTHER value of. the spade is the value of 
A probabilities. The knowledge of events: is not 
through demonstration, like that of a mathe- 
matical problem, but through proof by evidence. 
Every bit of evidence adds to the probability until at 
last there is a persuasive, convincing, overwhelming 
probability which we call the proof of events. Such 
probability inspires at last unimpeachable confidence 
in the truth of the narrative of events. This is the 
ultimate value of the spade. It is adding bit by bit 
the material evidence concerning the location of 
places, the relation between peoples, the time of 


events,—that is to say, the place, the persons, and 


. the date, the three marks of true evidence in every 


court of evidence in the world ; so that thus the prob- 
ability grows greater and greater, and more and more 
persuasive and convincing and at last overwhelming. 
Here is a very simple method by which any one 
may test for himself the value of the spade in making 


* manifest a probability concerning the narrative of the 


Bible stronger and stronger until it becomes an un- 
impeachable conviction. It is the test of practical 
experiment. If any one think it possible that history 
or narrative may be invented, produced as a work of 
imagination or a fabrication out of real materials for 
a specific purpose, and yet find incidental confirma- 
tion that will produce any reasonable degree of assu- 
rance of its truthfulness by actual test in the commu- 
nity where its scene is laid, let him try it for himself 
and then he will know. Let him write out such a 
narrative of events, journeys, descriptions, characters, 
and customs as is found in the Bible. Then let him 
go to the neighborhood of which he narrates these 
things, and see for himself if the narrative will fit 
there. It is thus that truthful witnesses in court are 
accredited and false witnesses are detected. The de- 
cisive, practical test of the story told by any witness 
is to send some one to the community in question to 
investigate the details of the story and see if they fit 
into the actual events of that place. So any narrative 
that can thus be confirmed by actual application to the 
facts receives thus overwhelming evidence of its own 
truthfulness. 

Why is this? It is simply on the invariable princi- 
ple that the trifles of life, beyond the reach of col- 
lusion, will not corroborate a false narrative. The 
possibilities of imagination are infinite in number, 
while the actual facts are in any given case very few. 
It is unbelievable that by accident any considerable 
number of the incidental details which imagination or 
fabrication has supplied for the case should be ex- 
actly the same as the facts in the case. It is the re- 
sult of the test by this principle that constitutes at 
last the priceless value of the spade. It may bring 
forth in any given case but the merest trifles, things 
in themselves of no significance ; but though they are 
so trifling,—indeed, decause they are so,—when they 
are found to corroborate the biblical narrative wher- 
ever they touch it, they do produce an unimpeachable 
conviction of the truthfulness of the narrative, 


O PERSUASIVE is this process of corroboration 
that long before every item of the history has 
been verified belief in the general truthfulness 

of the narrative becomes to the archeologist a settled 
question. There is no more significant fact in all 
Bible study of these days than that the actual research 
workers, —not the theorists who meditate in the study, 
but the practical investigators who have worked in the 
field, from the early days when Champollion unlocked 
the secret chambers of Egypt's learning, and Rawlin- 
son began to uncover the ruined cities of the East 
down to the present great leaders in excavations in 
Egypt, in Palestine, in Asia Minor, and in the Valley ° 
of the Euphrates,—almost without exception have 
reached conclusions in accord with the accuracy and 
entire trustworthiness of the Word of God. Perhaps 
the only real exception is Professor Winckler in his 
Hittite discoveries, But he has hardly begun his 
great work of interpretation and translation. Who 
can venture to say what his views may be when he 
has finished? Itis not asserted there are no differences 
of opinion among archeologists concerning Scripture, 
or that all of them have taken the trouble to discuss 
in every case the Biblical problems ; but, that they 
are for the Bible, and not against it, is indisputable. 

The value of the spade in the Bible controversies 

of the day may be summed up in one word,—Cor- 
ROBORATION. ‘This is not to say that this or that 
school of theology, and this or that exact view of 
Scripture, is in every instance corroborated, or ever 
will be. But it is indisputable that the spade is on the 
side of the Word of God. Much use has been made of 
archeological evidence by critics on both sides, but the 
conclusions of the archeologists of the field as distin- 
guished from the archeologists of the study are for the 
Bible,—not a reconstructed Bible, but the Bible at its 
face value. 

















LESSON ‘FOR NOV, 26 


(Neh. 1) 






THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











With Guests From All Over the World 


UR church was packed from doors to pulpit 
steps, for it was Christmas Eve. ‘We had been 
listening for twenty minutes to the usual com- 

posite program, familiar the world around on this 
anniversary. The children’s carols were just as glad 
and hearty as always, and the lisping verses of the 
tiny tots as cute. The Christmas expectancy was in 
the air, and the children in the front rows, just a little 
impatient, were quite ready to have the big, unusual 
curtain drawn that hid one corner of the platform. 
Then some one turned off the lights throughout 
the room, and all eyes were attracted by a luminous 
ground-glass star high above the platform, unnoticed 
before, but shining brilliantly now from hidden lights 
behind it. Up the aisle came two shepherds in Syrian 
costume, following toward the star and chanting : 


‘* Be not afraid! Behold 
To you good tidings told 
Of mighty joy outreaching to mankind ; 
In David’s city born, 
Go see, e’er breaks the morn, 
A human Babe in swaddling cloth they bind ; 
Christ, the Lord Divine, 
This shall be his sign, 
‘The Saviour who will conquer death and sin, 
Ve shall find the Child, 
Holy, lowly, mild, 
Cradled in the stable of the inn.’’ 


They mounted the platform, one from either side, 
and after a moment one of the shepherds began to 
address the audience, while the other stood gazing 
still at the radiant star. The speaker said : 

*« We came from the fields of Boaz in search for a 
Child, Jesus, born a Saviour, so the angels told us 
that first Christmas night. We were keeping our 
sheep, when a flare of light swept down the heavens, 
like a meteor, and we were terrified, the more so when 
a voice came to us out of the glory, and bade us find 
the Saviour, Christ the Lord !’’ 

The speaker went on to describe the customs of his 
day, and the scenes in Bethlehem that first Christmas 
night, crowded with children of David, descendants 
of the royal line, many of whom learned nothing of 
the birth of the Child thereabouts, and went down to 
their graves without realizing how great a privilege 
they might have enjoyed if they had been looking for 
the Saviour. 

The other shepherd then came forward and told of 
the things that were happening in Bethlehem, his 
home, at that very hour. The little town was crowded 
again with strangers who had come to worship at the 
place where the manger-cradle had been, .Men from 
almost every land were there, and the service in the 
great Church of the Nativity continued well through 
the night. Little groups of the devout also made 
their way down the steep hills to the fields of Boaz, 
where the Christmas announcement was first heard. 
‘The message of the angels,’’ he said, ‘‘ was to all 
peoples, All nations have their representatives there 
in Bethlehem to-night, and they worship at the man- 
ger of the Christ.’’ 

While he was speaking, on either side of the plat- 
form three other strangers moved quietly out from be- 
hind curtains, and took their places near the shep- 
herds. One of them began to speak : 

‘¢In my mountain home in Northern Hindustan 
I heard the message of the angels from the lips of a 
traveling évangelist, and my heart found the Child of 
Bethlehem, and I worship at his cradle. All my life 
is changed, because I know and love him. . But there 
are millions in those northern provinces who have not 
heard. Will you not-send the story of Bethlehem to 
some of them to-night ?’’ 

A little more light was turned on so that the visitors 
could be better seen as they spoke, one after another. 
Boys from Africa, Persia, Siam, Japan, and the 
Indian tribes of South America spoke, asking that 
their people might share in the Christmas message. 
One of the shepherds summed up the burden of the 
plea in a few words, and called for the offering that 
the children had been saving for weeks past. It was 
gathered by the boys in behalf of the countries they 
represented. Their faces.and strange garments re- 
ceived very careful inspection as they passed the 
baskets for the offering. 





Plans for a. Joyful Giving Christmas 


Something better than the old-fashioned candy- 
and-orange Christmas affair in the Sunday-school 





After a brief prayer of thanks. the curtain was 
drawn, and no one was more startled and delighted 
by the tree than the shepherds of Bethlehem and the 
other strangers. The boys from many lands now be- 
came the gift-bearers, and their carefully gotten up 
costumes again awakened interest in every seat as they 
hurried back and forth. The Bethlehem story was far 
more real to the children as they went home that night 
than ever before, and they have not forgotten it since. 

One essential thing that calls for careful attention 
in arranging for such an entertainment as this is to 
guard against mistakes in the picture you thus give 
the little folks to remember. The costumes should 
be correct, and the Christmas story true to the Bible 
account. And it is not difficult to fulfil this demand 
for truthfulness in these days of universal travel. In 
every large town some one can be found who has 
brought back from Palestine a Bedouin costume, 
such as the shepherds wear, and will lend it for the 
occasion. If none is available in this manner, it is 
not difficult to construct one. A plain, light tunic is 
needed, and a heavy upper cloak, which is square in 
shape, the hands protruding through slits at the 
corners, It is usually brown, with a white stripe 
down across either arm, and can be made of denim 
or canvas. A plaid sash to bind the tunic, a shoe of 
rough leather shaped like the Hollander’s wooden 
shoe, a large head kerchief and the heavy coil that 
holds it down, complete the outfit. The costumes of 
those who come from mission lands need equal care. 
Nearly always Japanese, Indian, and Chinese suits 
can be borrowed. The mission boards all have hun- 
dreds of photographs showing the people of every 
land, and a study of these will enable a class of older 
gitls to fashion very correct costumes. Fortunately 
styles of dress are not so varied and numerous, nor 
changeable, in Eastern lands as with us. For the 
short speeches or pleas of the boys from far lands, 
the report of the Board of Foreign Missions of your 
own church, and the mission magazines, will furnish 
most interesting material fresh from the mission fields, 
—A. P. Vaughn, Marion, lowa. 


Bringing Christmas Joy to the Hospital 


HOSPITAL had been recently established in our 
town, and was inadequately equipped. It was 
decided to recommend to the teachers that the 

school should give to the hospital, after first learn- 
ing its needs,—that instead of a tree or exchange 
of gifts between teachers and pupils, the value of 
these be put into gifts for the hospital ; that the mem- 
bers of each class should furnish a three or four min- 
utes’ entertainment in presenting their gifts ; and that 
they keep secret until the evening itself what their 
gift should be and the manner of its presentation. 
Although the plan seemed novel, the teachers voted 
unanimously to adopt it. 

The members of the committee called ‘at the hos- 
pital, explained the plan, and asked for a list of the 
things that were needed which could be presented in 
that way. Such a list was gladly given. 

At the cabinet meeting of teachers and officers, 
with a genuine foretaste of Christmas merriment, the 
teachers made selections from this list, subject to the 
approval of their classes, 

The following Sunday one of the committee gave a 
brief outline of the proposed plan to the school, and 
after further explanation of the plan by the teachers 
it was interesting to see how enthusiastically all en- 
tered into it. 

The classes guarded their plans with amusing 
secrecy, in some cases not allowing even the commit- 
tee to know them in advance. ; 

An early hour had been appointed for the evening 
exercises to allow for the necessary confusion in com- 
ing together. The opening-exercises, conducted by 
the superintendent, were brief, but charged with the 
Christmas spirit,—the angels’ song, ‘‘Glory to God 
in the highest,"’ recited in concert by the school, 
a Christmas hymn, and prayer. And then during a 
piano selection, the curtain concealing the platform 
was drawn back, and Santa Claus, who had not been 
expected by the members of the school, was seen 
seated as at home, not bundled up in furs, but robed 





in a suit of royal red, trimmed with ermine (canton 
flannel bands spotted with black). An empty table 
suggested that Christmas was past. Santa Claus, 
weary and somewhat stiff with his rapid journeys up 
and down the world, said he was a little sad that 
night because with all his giving there yet remained 
many sick, poor, and suffering people for whom he 
had been able to do little or nothing. He wished, — 
but here he was interrupted by the superintendent, 
who told him our school wanted to give to him for 
some of these neglected ones. 

The first to present its gift was a class of little 
girls from the primary department. Dressed in white 
and wearing dainty floral caps, they bore in their 
hands vases for flowers. They sang their kinder- 
garten song, ‘‘Giving,’’— 

‘** Give, as the streams and blossoms give,’’ 


thus striking the keynote for the evening. 

A class of little girls gave an invalid’s table, a tray 
and tea-set. : 

A class of Baker's Cocoa girls gave cans of cocoa. 

A class of young men dressed in Chinese costumes 
—five or six gentlemen, a laundryman, and two 
coolies—-gave tea and rice. 

After music seven little housemaids appeared bear- 
ing brooms, brushes, and pans, The dainty caps and 
kerchiefs proved to be dusters. These they doffed 
and placed also on the tables. 

The well-known Citizens of Spotless Town, with a 
few original characters added, appeared one by one, 
with appropriate verse, and gave Sapolio. 

A youthful cook presented in behalf of her class 
(whose members were unable to be present) a set of 
bread pans, a sieve, and some money. 

Aclass of girls in Japanese costume came next, and 
after a picturesque parasol drill they gave a screen. 

Then eight millers, with paper caps and suit white 
with flour, brought in sacks of flour and meal. 

A band, wearing shining helmets,—tin pans and 
dippers, —came in in military step and gave a concert 
with tin pans and combs, rendering a medley of na- 
tional airs. This was a class of girls whose gift was 
kitchen articles—granite ware, etc. 

A combination of five classes—three of boys, one 
of young men, and one of both young men and young 
women—gave a thrilling tragedy in two parts. 

Part First, a football game was called between two 
elevens. A leg was broken, and the victim carried 
from the field on a stretcher. Part Second, the scene 
was laid in the hospital, with surgeon and nurses in 
attendance, and the bone was set. Their gift was the 
stretcher. 

Two classes of young ladies, dressed as laundry 
women, brought in articles for the laundry, and from 
the covered boiler and basket sprang the Gold Dust 
Twins, arrayed in bright yellow suits. 

Part of the members of thc Men's Bible Class held 
a trustee meeting of the hospital. The reading of the 
minutes—full of local hits—was interrupted by the 
entrance of the other members of the class, who pre- 
sented a medicine cabinet and medicines. 

The Ladies’ Bible Class, headed by their teacher, 
appeared in ghostly array, and gave sheets and pillow 
cases, 

The teacher of the older Bible class presented bed- 
spreads on behalf of his class, and as head of the 
Home Department also he presented towels and other 
gifts from this department. 

After another selection of music, Santa Claus called 
to the platform the President of the hospital, who had 
been especially invited to be present, and in a happy 
speech presented to her all the gifts of the evening. 
The President accepted them with a_ graceful expres- 
sion of thanks. ? 

The evening was over. The order had been per- 
fect, the interest unflagging. The exercises had moved 
smoothly and without delay, The time, less than two 
hours, seemed short. And there was a universal feel- 
ing of satisfaction and pleasure in being able to send 
to.the hospital the next day a gift amounting in value 
to eighty dollars. 

‘*It was the best Christmas we ever had,*’ one of 
the very little ones said, with a beaming face, The 
members of our school are convinced that ‘« it zs more 
blessed to give-than to receive.""—A. B. S., Paines- 
ville, Ohio. 








T EDGEHILL, fighting for the King, the veteran 
Sir Jacob Astley, entering the battle, breathed 
a simple prayer with uplifted eyes. ‘‘O Lord,’’ 
he said, ‘‘ thou knowest how busy I must be this day. 
If I forget thee, do not thou forget me.’’ Then he 
gave the word of command, ‘‘ March on, boys !’’ 
And therein the old Cavalier offers us a practical ex- 
ample for all prayer. In the stress of life, in the 
necessary preoccupation of the mind, in sleep, in 
sickness, it seems impossible to keep up the conscious 
prayer which is the secret of strength and victory. 
We must (at least so it appears) forget God, and we 
can only ask him, with all humility, in the favorable 
moments of quiet and retirement, not to forget us in 
the business and the battle of the day. ‘‘ Pray with- 
out ceasing’’ cannot be taken to mean, ‘‘ continue in 
conscious and active prayer, day and night." And 
yet, as the fight never relaxes, and the perils press 
upon us at all hours, it is necessary to pray without 
ceasing in order to be always victorious. 

But if we can obtain a correct view of prayer, what 
it is and how it is maintained, we may see that there 
is a possibility of such continuous and unbroken 
prayer as will secure a steady and unswerving vic- 
tory. Let us ask ourselves stringently what we mean 
by prayer. Prayer is a much wider and more general 
word than ‘‘petition’’ or ‘‘request.’’ But commonly 
we narrow down the general word to the specific in- 
stance. We talk of ‘‘ answers to prayer,’’ whereas 
there can be answers only to petitions or requests or 
intercessions. Prayer is its own answer. A petition 
may be refused by the wisdom and love of God; a 
request may be so ill-considered that we ourselves, in 
a few days, would wish it unanswered ; intercession 
may be misdirected and therefore unanswerable. But 
prayer, in the wide, true sense of the term, is always 
answered, if that is the right word to use: it would be 
more correct to say, Prayer, if it be right prayer, 
always produces its right effect. If this can be made 
clear we shall see that time spent in prayer is the best 
spent time of the day, and we shall also see in what 
sense we can pray without ceasing, or at least obtain the 
benefits which are to be secured by praying without 
ceasing. 


oe ER és simply and solely the realization of God. 
We spend time in prayer in order to become aware 
of the Power that made us, and the purpose for 
which we were made. Weare apt to live in a thought- 
less disregard of this, which must evidently be the 
most important thing in the world for us. We go on 
in the pressing necessities of living or in the restless 
thirst for pleasure, giving no thought to the vital 
questions, Whence came I? Whither am I going? 
What is the object of it all? These questions can 
only be answered by reference to the Power which 
made us. ‘That Power can only be known, under- 
stood, obeyed, by prayer. It is necessary for us to 
halt, to recollect ourselves, to consider, to discover 
our connections with our origins; and then we must 
wait in a certain attitude of mental attention to re- 
ceive the communications which come from the Infi- 
nite, the Spiritual, the Divine. Apart from this rec- 
ollection and attention we cannot know ; we remain 
cut off, so far as consciousness is concerned, from the 
Power which is our life and our life’s direction. With- 
out prayer we wither like a disconnected branch. As 
Mrs. Besant says: ‘‘God fades out of the life of those 
who do not pray,’ and God is absolutely essential te 
the life of man. 

Now Christian prayer, or prayer in the name of 
Jesus Christ the Son of God, is the attempt to realize 
God through the revelation which is given of him in 
the face of Christ. God in Christ is more discover- 
able and more desirable than the infinite or the vague. 
It requires, indeed, a very uncommon energy of soul 
to leave the ways of men and to seek the Infinite 
without guide or aid. The enterprise baffles the com- 
mon man. But in Christ Jesus the yoke is easy and 
the burden light ; at any rate the task is possible, and 
possible even for the mest ordinary person. Prayer 
in the name of Jesus at once presents the Power that 
made.us, as Father, and the Infinite approaches us as 
a Person. In the name of Jesus, God becomes at once 
holy and merciful. He demands holiness from us, 
and yet has pity upon us. In Jesus, God approaches 
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Prayer and the Victorious Life 


By Robert F. Horton, D.D. 





We may live in victory over all known sin all the 
time if we will. This sounds incredible ; but it is 
as true as that Christ is all sufficient. And Dr. 
Horton points here to the pathway: prayer in the 
name of Christ. He gives a definition of prayer 
which, if realized, will transform life. . He shows 
why prayer is the most effectual work of our life. 
And with convincing simplicity he shows how, most 
difficult of all, our prayer life may be maintained 
at its best. Do we really want the victorious life ? 
It is at hand, in Christ, for those who are ready to 
pay the price of sustained prayer. 

This is the third article in the series on the Vic- 
torious Life. Three more will take up : 

The Service of the Victorious Life 
Evangelism in the Victorious Life 
Meeting Temptation in the Victorious Life 








us with the most unexpected and amazing conde- 
scension. He is still infinite, the maker of heaven 
and earth, upholding all things by the word of his 
power ; but behold, he is here in contact with me, 
personal to me, interested in me, desiring that I 
should be good, that I should be brave, that I should 
bear the brunt of the moral conflict, and lift the bur- 
den of life, but himself immediately at hand, nay, 
within me, to aid and to do, working in me to will 
and to do of his good pleasure. His voice is whisper- 
ing in my ear, through the lips of his Son: 
** IT am the burden-bearer, I 

Will never pass the o’erladen by. 

My feet are on the mountain steep, 

They wind through valleys dark and deep; 

They print the hot dust of the plain, 

And walk the billows of the main, 

Wherever is a load to bear, 

The burden-bearer, I am there.’’ 


When we find God in Christ, behold he is reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing to them their 


transgressions, and committing to us the ministry of . 


reconciliation. 

This, then, is prayer, the act or energy of the soul 
by which we realize God, and this is Christian prayer, 
prayer in the name of Christ, the realization of God 
a the ever-present, personal friend and saviour, who 
calls us to be holy, but enables us to fulfil our calling ; 
who appoints us great and significant tasks, but does 
not leave us to discharge them alone. On the con- 
trary, he is-with us all the days. It will be seen how 
Christian prayer (and we may confine ourselves here 
to that as the best and the highest and most possible 
mode of prayer) necessarily leads to a variety of 
operations, and opens up into many channels. When 
we are praying in the name of Jesus, there comes a 
great humiliation and sense of sin ; prayer therefore 
takes the form of contrition and repentance and re- 
quests to be forgiven, and when we are praying in his 
name, we find that ‘‘ there is plentiful redemption in 
the blood that has been shed’’; we accept the pardon 
and the cleansing, and we form effectual resolutions 
to do better. Often. prayer stays on this note all the 
time ; we feel very guilty and unworthy, and we seem 
to require nothing but mercy and purification and 
power to live without sin. 


UT with any lively sense of the pardoning and 
cleansing God close at hand comes at once a mul- 
titude of requests. God who has given to us Christ 

seems ready to give us, with him, all things richly and 
freely. Here then breaks in the stream of petitions. 
We have many things to ask for, —health and strength, 
cheerfulness and joy, efficiency in our work, deliver- 
ance from dangers. How often Esau seems to be 
approaching us with the threat of an army of four 
hundred men! We shall be overwhelmed ; we must 
stay all night wrestling at the brook Jabbok until the 
breaking of the day. We will not let the Wrestler, 
whose name we really know although we ask it, go 
until he bless us. 

Then from petitions for ourselves we rise to inter- 
cession for others, for their salvation, for blessings 
upon them, for aid in their difficulties. We seize the 
thought that in this vital and conscious contact with 
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the living and all-powerful God we are able to affect 
men and causes far off ; we can pray for the kingdom of 
God to come, and by our praying promote it. We 
presently become conscious that this more selfless act 
of intercession has brought us into a higher and a purer 
atmosphere ; we seem to be close by the throne of 
God, touching the hand which orders and guides the 
universe. We hardly knew what prayer was till we 
learned to intercede. 

But Confession, Petition, and Intercession lead on 
to Praise. Indeed, the requests have to be made 
known with thanksgiving all along. The sense of 
pardon, cleansing, and spiritual strength elicits in- 
tense gratitude. The answers to the petitions and in- 
tercessions fill us with wonder and delight. It is 
therefore necessary to adore : 


** When all thy mercies, O my God, 
My rising soul surveys, 
Transported by the sight, I’m lost 
In wonder, love, and praise.’’ 


Prayer then is realization of God, and all those acts, 
emotions, and responses which arise out of it, the 
manifold energies of the soul in conscious and vital 
contact with the living God. 

From this definition of prayer, granting that these 
results flow from it, there will be little need to show 
how we need it, nor will it require much argument to 
connect such an exercise of soul with a victorious life ; 
but the pressing question will still remain, and it will 
be the more urgent the more we see what depends 
on prayer: How am I to maintain prayer, and to 
make life a prayer-life ? 


IRST : I say that there is little need to show how 
we need prayer, if prayer is this vital and effectual 
union with God for the work and service of life. 

But strange to say, even after the experience of these 
many Christian centuries there are still many who are 
skeptical about prayer, and think it is to be tried, ac- 
cepted or rejected, by the crude test of what are called 
‘‘answers to prayer.’’ Though we have granted all that 
has been said, we shall still find an astonishing reluc- 
tance to give time to prayer, and a tendency to think 
that other duties are more pressing. If Luther, in 
the terrific pressure of his lifework found five hours 
of prayer a day necessary, and under special stress 
even more, we may see that prayer is work, and in- 
deed the one effectual way of working for God. And 
yet a thousand doubts and skepticisms will intrude, 
and keep us from our closets and our knees. We 
shall probably admit the vague idea that ‘* Science has 
discredited prayer’’; that the ‘‘Laws of Nature’’ 
cannot be altered, or that it is unnecessary and im- 
pertinent to ask God to do anything, because he will 
necessarily do what is best. Or we shall accept 
the cheap platitude that we live in such a rush that it 
is now impossible to do what our leisurely fathers did. 

Against all these illusions and empty sophistries we 
must insist on praying, and must allow it to be its 
own test and evidence. We must let the plain. com- 
mon sense argument prevail: ‘*I need God, I must 
seek him and find him.’’ We must recognize that 
whatever things we want, whatever troubles and trials 
have to be faced, whatever strength and guidance are 
needed for tasks and duties, there is always the under- 
lying imperious need for the soul to come into con- 
tact with its Maker, for the petty finite life, endowed 
with freedom, to be in tune with the Infinite, and 
acting in harmony with that Perfect Will. Therefore 
we must pfay. 

Second : This also must be plain, that a communion 
with God, such as has been briefly described, will lead 
to a victorious life, to victory over sin, to effectual 
service for men, to the extension of Christ’s kingdom 
in the world. 

Admittedly—and it is the great reason for giving 
time to prayer—an hour spent in communion with 
God produces an amazing transformation, not only in 
ourselves, but in our surroundings : 


** We kneel, and all around us seems to lower, 
We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline brave and clear. 
We kneel how weak, we rise how full of power.’’ 


Archbishop Trench asks in surprise how we can do 
(Continued on page 576) 
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LESSON FOR -NOV. 26 (Neh. 1) 






The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the ‘Times} 


Getting Started in Class 


What is prayer? (Get the class to think for two 
minutes by the watch, and then give their own indi- 
vidual answers to the en | Why do you pray? 
What. are the best reasons you know of for praying? 
When is prayer answered ?) Why is prayer answered? 
How cao time ought we to spend in prayer? What 
are the conditions of effective prayer ? 

1n this way get the class to thinking earnestly about 
prayer. Read, in preparation, Dr. Horton’s rich 
message on ‘‘ Prayer in the Victorious Life,’’ on page 
568 ; and set down, for your own clearer understand- 
ing, the different points he makes: petition, inter- 
cession, praise ; his definition of prayer ; his urgent 
word on times of systematic prayer, and his reasons 
for these; his verse quotations; and draw on all this 
as much as seems desirable in your teaching of this 
lesson. It is an opportunity for a thorough study of 
prayer: and next to Christ himself there is nothing 
that your class, together with all of us, need more 
than increased knowledge and use of the prayer life. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


We would not expect a rich young society man of 
twenty-five hundred years ago, living at the court of 
a pagan nation, to be able to teach us much about 
prayer; but that is just what we find: There are, 
and always have been, rich young saints in ‘swell 
society,’’ as Mr. Ridgway’s opening paragraph shows. 
How much do.we know about Nehemiah the man, and 
his position? Light on this is given in Professor 
Beecher’s comment on verse 11, President Sanders’ 
6th paragraph, and Miss Lovett’s 3d paragraph. 

There are at least eight definite points or principles 
of the effective prayer life which Nehemiah’s example 
suggest. The class may be asked to discover as 
many of these as they can, by looking at the lesson 
text for a moment. Then let the eight points be 
brought out, as the pupils discover them, or by the 
teacher, as follow: 

1. UNSELFISH INTELLIGENCE (vs. I-3).—He kept him- 
self informed about matters that he ought to know 
about for the sake of others. The Jews’ condition in 
Jerusalem at this time was lamentable; see Profes- 
sor Beecher’s 2d paragraph, and on verses 2-3; 
and Dr. Mackie’s 1st paragraph. Dr. Sanders’ 1st 
paragraph suggests an interesting question: did 
‘*Hanani and my brethren” make up a formal depu- 
tation of the Judean Jews who had come to appeal 
to the most powerful and capable representative of 
their race at the Persian court? If this was so, it 
spoke volumes for their opinion of Nehemiah as a 
man of unselfishness and breadth of interests. Are 
we making it our business to keep informed of the 
needs of the world beyond our immediate horizon, 
that we may pray intelligently for them? Do we 
use a daily prayer-book of missions, foreign or home 
or both ? ave we asked our ministér whether our 
denominational missionary boards publish such 
prayer-books? ©. 

2. WILLINGNESS TO SYMPATHIZE (v. 4).—To sympa- 
thize 1s to suffer with others; it takes unselfishness 
of a costly sort todo this. Nehemiah forgot hit:nself 
so completely that he made the Jews’ sufferings his 
own. e cannot pray with much effectiveness for 
others until we have begun to suffer with them. 

3. PRAISE, BOLDNESS, AND INTENSITY (vs. 5, 6).—He 
praised God for what God is; with intense earnest- 
ness and reverent boldness he claimed God's atten- 
tion. And that is just what God seems to love to 
have us do. Wecannot ask too much from him, if 
what we ask for is according to his will and the 
prayer comes out of a surrendered, self-dead life. 

4. Mucu Time IN Prayer (v. 6).—Nehemiah prayed 
day and night. Wedo not get intothe richest depths 
and heights of the prayer-life until we spend much 
time habitually in u* er. See what Dr. Horton 
says about this, r.. Ross’ 1st paragraph touches 
on the meaning and power of the life of unceasing 
prayer. That results follow when one is ready to 
enter into much prayer is shown in Mr. Ridgway’s 
3d paragraph. 

ACKNOWLEDGING OnE’s Own Sin (vs. 6, 7).—The 
sin of the people he prayed for was not the only sin 
Nehemiah acknowledged before God; he identified 
himself with them as guilty and undeserving. In no 
other spirit can we offer acceptable prayer to God, for 
others or for ourselves. We all can, we all ought to, 
make the prayer of verse 7. Our sin is a large factor 
in the failures and difficulties and needs of others. 
Only as this is fully recognized and freely, humbly 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 26. NEHEMIAH’S PRAYER 


Nehemiah 1. Commit verse 9 


Golden Text: The supplication of a righteous man availeth much.—James § : 16 


1 The ! words of Nehemiah the son of Hac-a-li’ah. 

Now it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Shushan the * palace, 2 that Ha-na‘ni, one 
of my brethren, came, he and certain men out of Judah ; and 
I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, that were 
left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they 
said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there 
in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire. 

4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat 
down and wept, and mourned certain days ; and I fasted and 
prayed before the God of heaven, 5 and said, I beseech thee, 
O Jehovah, the God of heaven, the great and terrible God, 
that keepeth covenant and lovingkindness with them that love 
him and keep his commandments : 6 let thine ear now be at- 
tentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hearken unto 
the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee at this time, 
day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, while I 
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned 
against thee. . Yea, I and my father’s house have sinned: 7 
we have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept 
the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances, which 
thou commandedst thy servant Moses. 8 Remember, I be- 
seech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant 
Moses, saying, If ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among 
the peoples ; 9 but if ye return unto me, and keep my com- 
mandments and do them, though your outcasts were in the 
uttermost part of the heavens, yet will I gather them from 
thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen, 
to cause my name to dwell there. 10 Now these are thy serve 
ants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great 

wer, and by thy strong hand. 11r O Lord, I beseech thee, 

et now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to the prayer of thy servants, who delight to fear thy 
name ; and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and 
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. (Now I was cup- 
bearer to the king.) 

1 Or, history 2 Or, castle 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 








confessed can God do for others through us all that 
he would. 

6. Sin’s PENALTY AssuRED (v. 8). We cannot pray 
with effectiveness for God's deliverance for others or 
ourselves unless we are convinced that sin bears the 
fruit of death, and that only God’s grace and love 
and power can prevent this. Nehemiah did not 
minimize the awfulness of sin. Its full penalty was 
assured unless God should intervene. We need to 
recognize ever more clearly the awful blackness and 
loss of aZ// sin. 

7. FORGIVENESS AND RESTORATION INVIOLABLY 
PLEDGED (vs. 9-11).—But we must be equally sure that 
God’s forgiving love is more powerful and reaches 
farther than the worst depths of sin, if we would 
pray prevailingly. Nehemiah confidently claimed 
God's promise of restoration, as he had freely ac- 
knowledged God’s promise of punishment. God can 
do uttermost things for those who believe him to the 
uttermost—and meet his conditions. How glad God 
is to remember his promises is shown in Mr. Ridg- 
way’s last paragraph. 

8. DEFINITENESS IN PETITION (v. 11).—The close of 
this prayer was a definite request for a practical re- 
sult. Nehemiah knew exactly what he believed God’s 
interests required as a next step, and heasked for just 
that : ‘*mercy in the sight of this man,”—the favor of 
the king toward the plans that God was working out. 
Our prayers may be vague and general, and then we 
wonder why results are unsatisfactory. We should 
confidently go into practical details as we pray. 





Many other working suggestions on the prayer life 
are offered in the lesson articles. Mr. Ross’ entire ar- 
ticle is a revealing study of Lg yy and Israel’s growth 
in prayer. Mr. Pierson and Mr. Wells give a consid- 
erable number of laws or elements of prayer. The 
Tennyson quotation given by Mr. Wells is of great 
richness for use in almost any class. A strikingly 
effective but — object lesson of ineffectual prayer 
is given in Miss Lovett’s opening peragreph; search- 
ing and practical questions on the girls’ prayer-life 
are given in her 4th seep egy em 

Prepare in prayer for the teaching of this lesson. 
Seek prayerfully to leave the class with the dee 
conviction that life scarcely begins for one until 
prayer has become the richest privilege and occupa- 
tion of his life: indeed, until he has at least begun to 
move toward the life of prayer-without-ceasing. And 
this will come, not by studying or reading or think- 
ing about prayer, but only by praying, much and 
patiently. 

Are you and your class observing the daily “‘ Morning Watch ” 

of prayer and devotional Bible reading? John R. Mott's pam- 

_ “ The Morning Watch,” could well be given to each mem- 


of the class at the close of this lesson (Association Press, 124 
E, 28th Street, New York City; 5 cents-each); 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary | 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—The twentieth year of Artaxerxes (Neh. 1: 
1; 2:1), B.C. 445. Thirteen years after the 
events of the last lesson. 


The Events 


Ezra came with a commission authorizing him, in 
the name of the Persian empire, to enforce Jewish 
laws in the case of Jews living in Palestine (Ezra 7: 
25-26). Soon after his arrival he began to use drastic 
measures against the Jews who were intermarryin 
with foreigners (Ezra 9-10). The record closes wit 
the first day of the year following his arrival (Ezra 
10 : 17). rom Nehemiah’s account of the situation 
that existed twelve years later we infer that resistance 
was offered to Ezra’s measures, that there was fight- 
ing, that the result was the placing of Jerusalem at 
the mercy of the foreign-marrying Jews and their 
foreign relatives. 


Light on Puzziing Passages 

Verse 1.—The month Chislev: The month that 
began in November; the ninth month of the ordinary 
biblical year, but the third month of the autumnal 
year. In this one place Chislev is spoken of as pre- 
ceding Nisan, which was the first month of the ordi- 
nary biblical year (Neh. 2: 1). Sothe expression is 
peculiar. Perhaps it counts by the autumnal year, 
or perhaps it is to be explained in some other way.— 
Twentieth year; Of the reign of Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus.—Siushan : Known to us through the Greek 
writers as Susa. Cyrus the Great first appears in 
history as king of Anshan, which is commonly identi- 
fied with Shushan, then as king of Persia, then of the 
Medes and Persians, and finally as conqueror. of 
Babylon and king of kings. Under his successors 
the three royal residences were at Babylon, at Ecba- 
tana (of the Medes), and at Shushan, 

Verses 2-3.—H/anant:; Compare Nehemiah 7: 2. 
He is perhaps mentioned in the Aramaic papyri re- 
cently discovered in Egypt.—7hat had escaped, that 
were /e{/t: Old phrases from the prophets, currently 
applied, in Nehemiah’s time, to the relatively small 
body of Jews who were trying to establish Jewish 
nationality in Palestine.— he province (comp. Neh. 
11:3; 7:6; Ezra2:1): Apparently Judah is meant, 
the term being sometimes applied to small divisions 
of the empire as well as to large divisions.— Reproach: 
There had been high hopes from the mission of Ezra, 
and these had been disappointed.— Wa//... broken 
down, etc,: It is absurd to think that Jerusalem had 
been inhabited from the time of Zerubbabel, now 
seventy years, without being fortified. ‘The broken 
walls and burned gates were calamities that were re- 
cent when Nehemiah received the news, They were 
doubtless the result of hostilities which had been 
provoked by Ezra’s campaign against foreign mar- 
riages. 

Verses 4-14.—Nearly every clause is more or less 
formally a quotation from some of the writings of the 
Old ‘Testament. 

Verse 6.—Compare Daniel 9: 18: 1 Kings 8 : 28-53; 
2 Chron. 6: 20-40).— Zhe sins: Especially, as at once 
explained, the violations of the moral and the religious 
laws given through Moses. 

Verse 7-9.—Find the phraseology that follows re- 
iterated, term by term, in the pentateuch and the 
other Scriptures (for example Lev. 26 : 27-46; Deut. 
4 : 25-31; 12:5; 27-30 especially 28 ; 15, 64; 30: 1-6). 
—Though your outcasts, etc.: See Deuteronomy 30: 
4. Nehemiah pleads that the existing situation is 
that contemplated in the ancient promise. It is a 
situation in which Israelites are outcasts everywhere. 

Verse 11.—T7hy servant: Nehemiah himself.— 7/y 
servants; Other Israelites.— Who delight to fear thy 
name: A large proportion of his compatriots are in- 
different; but some of them fear God and take pleas- 
ure in abiding inhisfear. He pleads that the prayers 
of these may be granted.—Mercy : The word denotes 
compassion.—Zhis man: The king.—Cupdearer : 
Nehemiah was momen Aan ae than a boy, a favorite of 
the king and queen (Neh. 2: 6) because he was good 
to look at and graceful and of wonderful ability, with 
a position for life in which he would enjoy luxury and 
culture and power; and what he prayed for was that 
God would make the king socompassionate as to per- 
mit him to sacrifice all this in the interests of an en- 
terprise that involved toil and hardship and risk and 
permanent loss of position, with the certainty of being 
despised by many and treated with ingratitude by 
those whom he was trying to help. He'was not a 
fool, however, for he rightly saw in this an oppor- 
tunity to render exceptional service for the Kingdom 
and for mankind. 


Ausurn, N. Y. 
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The Spirit of Prayer 


By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


HE autobiographical memoirs of Nehemiah are 
fuller and more orderly than those of Ezra, and 
in their quaint naiveté give us a very vivid pic- 

ture of Nehemiah himself, and of his fitness for the 
task appointed to him. In our lesson for to-day we 
have disclosed to us the root and secret of his mani- 
fold equipment,—of his courage, independence, pa- 
tience, and management of men. That root was his 
holy intimacy with his God, and his mastery of the 
art and habit of prayer. So marked was this devo- 
tional habit of mind in him that in his memoirs he 
turns from time to time from his reader to God with 
a little prayer like this; ‘‘ Think upon me, my God, 
for oh His memoirs are thus written, as it were, 
in the presence of God, and accompanied bv a con- 
stant.appeal to God. So Augustine wrote his ‘‘ Con- 
fessions,” an eeeraty which is really one long 
address to the Deity. e may learn a lesson from 
this habit of mind: it is in this constant reference of 
the life to God and exposure of it before him that is 
found the secret of obedience to the injunction, 
‘* Pray without ceasing.” 

The first chapter of the memoirs, constituting our 
lesson for to-day, contains one prayer of Nehemiah. 
It would have been well, perhaps, if the lesson had 
extended to chapter 2 : 8. for then we would have had 
included two types of prayer: the extended prayer of 
chapter 1, and the ejaculatory prayer occupying but 
a moment, mentioned in chapter 2: 4. It is impor- 
tant to notice the peesnare of both these types of 
pare in Nehemiah's life. ‘The first type illustrates 

y its freedom, its flowing ease of utterance, and its 
definiteness, that re/ease of the spirit of supplica- 
tion which was so marked an outcome of Israel's dis- 
cipline in exile. While the external and material 
institutions of religion remained to the people, there 
was a decided limitation in the matter of personal 
prayer. Sacrifice there was in plenty, and observ- 
ance of various kinds; nor can we doubt that, as in 
the case of Hannah, the sighing heart knew how to 
utter its need before God. But anything like a gen- 
eral release of the spirit and language of devotion we 
do not hear of until the exile time. From the exile 
onward the temple is not so much the place of sacri- 
fice as the ‘*‘ house of prayer.” 

The second typeof prayer, the ejaculative, in chap- 
ter 2: 4is very remarkable, Nehemiah was standing 
before the king. The king's question, ‘* In what dost 
thou make request ?” brought to a crisis the anxieties 
of months’ duration. The king must not be kept 
waiting for his reply. There is but a moment for 
self-recollection, and then answer must be made. 
**So I prayed to the God of heaven; and I said unto 
the king.” Here there is an instantaneous laying of 
a case of need before God. There is no time for audi- 
ble-articulation; a sigh, a momentary movement of 
the mind, is all that 1s possible, But how thorough 
must have been the faithin the immanence of God on 
the part of Nehemiah! How wr 9 he had grasped 
the truth that God is spirit, and that our spirits, the 
contents of our hopes and desires, may be bya single 
intention of the will laid open before him who is 
‘* nearer to us than breathing, closer than hands and 
feet”! To this day there are thousands of nominally 
Christian people who have not grasped the simple, 
profound, life-changing thought that prayer is con- 
versation with God; nay, that ‘‘ prayer is the soul’s 
sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed”; that wher- 
ever we may be, and whether we have leisure for 
words or not, we may reach God, who has unhin- 
dered access to the sub-articulate levels of our mind, 
and ‘** understands our thought afar off.” 

It is worth remembering, too, that this consultation 
by Nehemiah of the mind of God was upon a matter 
not, as we should say, directly religious. No doubt, 
everything connected with Israel and with the recon- 
structed Jewish state had its nexus somewhere with 
religion. But contrasted, for example, with Ezra’s 
design, Nehemiah’s was a much more distinctly 
litical undertaking. Nehemiah: simply asks his king 
that he may be allowed to visit the ‘‘ city of my fathers 
sepulchres and build it,” making more striking Ne- 
hemiah’s inward appeal to the God of his fathers. 
It is evident that to Nehemiah the God whom he 
could reach by an inward sigh, and who therefore 
dwelt in the human heart, is.one with the Ged who 
orders the external affairs of ‘nations and concerns 
himself with their ‘‘ welfare,” with such matters as 
their litical freedom and their development of 
natural resources. Here is a great truth which, we 
may be sure, the exile helped to make clear to men 
like Nehemiah, for it broadened their outlook and 
enabled them to discover God upon a wide field. One 
sees in the earlier story of Israel the tendency to 
ecclesiasticize the Deity, as though he had his pecul- 
iar sphere in the temple and its services. Too much 
the secular life of the people had been alienated from 
God, and all had been supposed to be well if only in 
what was thought to be Jehovah’s own sphere his 
demands were met and his due in sacrifice rendered. 

But the experience of a wide world taught the Jew- 
ish mind that the area of God’s interest was wider 
than they had thought; and we see the outcome of 
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the lesson in Nehemiah’s committal of a ‘‘ secular” 
design into the care of Jehovah. We have not yet 
wholly learned this lesson, although in our ration 
much has been done to impress it on us, is still 
too much an ecclesiastical personage with tis,—his 
interests still too narrowly conceived. The sacred- 
ness of civic duty, the religion within our patriotism, 
the rights and duties of art within the religious life, 
the right of the voice of God to be heard in our use 
of nature,—truths like these make way slowly among 
us because of our inveterate tendency to rope off one 
sphere of life as liarly God's, and so exclude him 
from the rest. ainst this provincializing of God 
we must set ourselves resolutely; and the best of all 
ways to help in this is, like Nehemiah, to pray every- 
where and in all things, and in the unquestioning be- 
lief that where our need is, there is God, and that be- 
fore our need has had time to frameitself in articulate 
words it has made itself understood in his near, all- 
comprehending, and responsive heart. 


MONTREAL, CANADA. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Bh wall a Jerusalem also is broken down 

(v. 3). Th ; ‘ 

gates was a proof that its inhabitants could hold 
their own by their courage and power of numbers. 
They could great or refuse admittance, and could 
dispense wit 
All this disappeared with the loss of wall and gates, 
and the confessed inability to repair them. They 
were thus exposed to affront and exaction from those 
around them. They had to become cringing and 
compliant before insult and spoliation in order to be 
allowed to live. Where this condition is imposed 
upon a race that cherishes a proud spirit of aloofness 
and independence, and cherishes the memory of for- 
mer warlike exploits, the result is a deep feeling of 
racial bitterness that becomes defiant toward all 
authority, and hostile to the common conditions of 
citizenship. 

God, that keepeth covenant (v. 5). The covenant 
condition is a dedicated life, and this is expressed in 
the rabbinical maxim, ‘‘ Make your own will as noth- 
ing before the will of God, and he will make the wills 
of other men as nothing before your will.” 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
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Laws of Prevailing Prayer 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N THE world those men are counted most fortu- 
nate and influential whose requests at court are 
certain to be granted. Their power is not to be 

compared with that of the men and women who pre- 
vail with God, the Lord of the universe. Prayer isa 
science, simple, yet exacting. When a lady remarked 
to Canon Tristam of Japan that she would pray for 
the success of his mission, the missionary said quietly: 
‘“‘Thank you; you have undertaken the most impor- 
tant and the most difficult part of the work.” 

Nehemiah showed that he was a master of the 
science of prayer. It is just such men and women 
that we need to-day, to stand and pray for the work- 
ers at the front. (1.) They must be true servants of 
God, not spoiled by prosperity or made callous by 
adversity. (2.) They must take a definite, intelligent 
interest in the progress of the kingdom. No man 
can pray with power unless he knows the facts. Ig- 
norance makes hollow prayers. A missionary periodi- 
cal makes the best kind of a missionary prayer-book. 
(3.) The knowledge of the facts must awaken real 
sympathy,—sorrow for the sin and degradation, sym- 
pathy in the trials and failures of the missionaries, 
joy for the blessings and success. The facts must 
touch the heart as well as the head. The sympathy 
must be deep enough to call.forth earnest, persever- 
ing prayer,—night and day, with fasting, it may be. 
(4.) The prayer must be prompted by. absolute faith 
in the love and wisdom, the ps and mercy, of God 
and in the truth of his Word, It must acknowledge 
human weakness and failure, but show confidence in 
God. (5.) The prayer niay not be selfish, but must 
be filled with the spirit of sacrifice. (6.) It must be 
@ preparation for action, Prayer is not intended 
to supplant, but to induce, effort. Prayer is the 
dest thing we can do, but.it is not the on/y thing we 
should do. (7.) We must live according to our pray: 
ing; go forward in faith that God has heard and 
answered. Notice how Nehemiah followed these 
laws of prayer. 

How the work of missions would be revolutionized 
if every Christian prayed as Nehemiah did! God can 
touch men's hearts so that they will listen to the Gos- 
pel. He can open men’s purses. He can make 
rulers favorable to missions. God is not reluctant to 
give, but there must be evidence, in our prayers, that 
we are ready to receive. 


Brooxk.iyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Millionaire.— Nehemiah . . . in Shushan, the 
face (v. 1). God uses all sorts of men to write his 

k and do his work. Here is the young million- 
‘aire. ‘The society man. Our first meeting with him 
is as he prays. I heard you say that no real Chris- 
tian could acquire a million. Inyentasimple process 
of taking the moisture out of air in iron-smelting, or 
make steel direct from the ore, and you will save two 
dollars and more ton. The iron-makers will give 
ou half. There's $25,000,000 a year for you and as 
onest as the day, and you a public benefactor. 
America has hundreds of rich men. The good 
rich man is an extra’ man. An ordinary man 
cannot swim the golden river. a eae you had 
never to say, ‘‘I can't afford it,” would you be here 
in Sunday-school? The rich boy’s ils are fierce. 
Love for wealth makes him fatherless, love for posi- 
tion makes him motherless.. The rich young fellow 
who comes out hand-in-hand with God is a masterful 
man. Be kind totherich. Nehemiah wasone. He 
pears. God hears him (Hos, 12:8; Micah 4: 13; 

Vv. 14: 24). 


The Other Fellows.—/ asked them avin | the 
Jews (v. 2). The saddest, meanest sight of the 
earth is the millionaire who forgets his folks,—the 
uncles and aunts and the cousins (1 Tim. 5: 8). 
When your ship comes in, George, have all the 
Joneses on boa Have you noticed how many suc- 
cessful, rich men are interested in geen and religious 
things like churches, Y. M, C. A’s., hospitals, colleges, 
ete.? Another kind of very rich philanthropist was 
asked to help build a Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tien in the city where he made his multi-millions. 
They wanted to save the boys of that city. Said he, 
‘‘I will give you all the money you néed if you will 
take that word ‘ Christian’ out of it.” ‘*Mr. Philan- 
thropist,” said the president, ‘‘ you haven’t got mil- 
lions enough to take the word ‘Christian’ out of there.” 
And that city went ahead and raised over a million for 
the Association. Good men don’t forget the Jews ! 


To Win Out.—/ sat down and wepl,... fasted and 
prayed (v. 4). When a man sits down and weeps, 
fasts and prays, he will get up meaning business. 
A few years ago in Philadelphia good citizens wept, 
fasted, and prayed, and the political contractors and 
corruptionists were turned out, Then they stopped 
and—well, here we are! When you weep, fast, and 
pray for those little fellows who gather around you 
por 4 Sunday, they will come into the kingdom, 
Weeping, fasting, praying is taking the thing to 
heart. Nehemiah was tender-hearted because he 
was true-hearted. To the true man the welfare of 
his neighbors, of his home, of his country, of his 
church, is dearer than position and riches. Indeed, 
this is where the truly great rich man will invest his 
riches along with himself as did Nehemiah (1 Tim. 
6: 18, 19; Luke 6: 38). 


The Explanation.—/ confess the sins of the chil- 
dren of Israel (v.6). The other fellow’s sins. Abra- 
ham and Lot (Gen. 19 : 22-33). esus and Peter 
(Luke 22:32). Are you preserved by some one con- 

essing your sins and praying for you? Folks won- 

cased bare Jim Robbins held his job in Sparks’ store, 
and old Sparks being so particular. I happen to 
know it was because Maggie was an ‘‘old flame” of 
Sparks’. ‘* John, 1 know my Jim doesn’t always do 
right, but I want you to be good to him for my sake, 
If you let him go, I don’t know what will become of 
me and the children.” .There is many a foreman 
putting up with a second-rate mechanic because 
some one has a ‘“‘ pull” with the ‘‘old man,” Every 
employer who teaches this lesson can illustrate it 
without going outside of-hisown business. Let none 
of you careless fellows sneer at religion. Somebody's 
prayers, perhaps ec mother’s, may be preserving 
you from being ‘‘ fred” in a.very real sense. Nehe- 
miah knew God, and he knew how to pray. He 
blessed his people and prospered them. The prayer 
is the patriot’s. 


The. Foi —Remember, I beseech thee (v. 8). 
To remember is heaven, ‘‘* Remember me” (Luke 
23: 42, 43). To remember is hell. ‘‘Son, remem- 
ber” (Luke 16 : 23-25). But with God to remem- 
ber his promises is his joy. He likes to remember 
our sonknaasen: — just as any other good father. 
Nehemiah means that God would fulfill the promises 
as surely as he had his threatenings. Their suffer- 
ing an argument for help. When you ask God to re- 
member for you, what is there, from your sixteenth 
year until now, you want remembered—and forgot- 
ten? A black life on file in big black letters ? od 
wants to forget it. He has something to destroy it 
(1 John 1:7; Rev.1: 5). There is only one thing 
recorded as making a happy time in heaven, and you 
will find it in Luke 15:7, ‘*Remember, Mr. Mill- 
owner, what you promised if we broke the record 
this month. Well, we did!” The ‘old man” 
laughed all over as it gave him joy to remember his 
good workmen striving so splendidly to serve him. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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LESSON FOR NOV. 26 (Neh. x) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An im t circular ex- 


ning the acceptance material, and the 
aan calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those La meee aplenty 9 


eiesence ‘tch Mictetioad Ese tiny ws 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 
Starting to Meet the Answer. —7i¢ 
supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working (Golden Text), What 
mighty works might be accomplished by 
prayer if we all used the faith of the orphan 
girl KarainjIndia. Fearing slavery and worse, 
she appealed to a missionary—a teacher from 
an adjoining village—to take her home with 
her. ‘The teacher said, ‘‘ We have no vacant 
room and no money to build more.’’ Kara’s 
sad look, although too proud to cry, appealed 
to the teacher. She said, ‘* You pray to God 
to enable us to take you. I, too, will pray.’’ 


_ On reaching home that night the missionary 


found a letter from America containing ten 
dollars. With this encouragement a mes- 
senger was sent early next morning for Kara. 
It was a long day’s journey, but at noon he 
returned with Kara, The girl said simply: 
‘* Why, we both prayed to God, so I thought 
I might as well start.’’ She was half way 
there when the messenger met her.—AMary 
S. Stelson, Monrovia, Cal. Adapted from 
a missionary leaflet. 


The Handle that Eases.— Zhe supplica- 
tion of a righteous man availeth much in its 
working (Golden Text). I am a suburban- 
ite—a man of bundles, One evening I was 
trudging home with a particularly awkward 
parcel. As I left the last store the clerk 
said: **Don’t you want me to fix it?” 
Making my chief foe the basis, he attached 
to it all the smaller parcels and hooked on a 
handle. I walked offa new man. It wasa 
much heavier load, for my purchases there 
had been many, yet I bore it easily, for I had 
an easy hold. And throughout life there is 
everything in. the way you take hold of what 
you have to do. Some days go rasping, 
dragging, from fretful morn to headachy eve, 
while other days, with the same tasks, go 
easily. The first day had no handle, the 
second had. The first tasks were grasped 
by the strings that cut; the second were 
fitted with an attachment for ease. What is 
the handle for days and for works? Ah, 
you do not need to be told that it is prayer ! 
—Grace Potter, Hartwick, N.Y. From 
Amos R. Wells, in The Golden Rule. 


Praying for a Prayer-Meeting. — 7%¢ 
supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working (Golden Text), The 
Korean pastor of the Pyeng Yang Church 
that has had a prayer-meeting with an average 
attendance of over a thousand for the past 
three years, felt that his church was growing 
cold and a bit indifferent. So each morning 
at four he went to the church to pray till six. 
A few of his members observed what he was 
doing and joined him. On Sunday morning 
the pastor told his people what he was doing 
and asked any who wished to join him. 
Monday morning over a hundred were pres- 
ent, and by Saturday morfing nearly six 


’ hundred, many of them busy business men, 


were. spending. the time from four to six at 
the church in prayer getting right with each 
other and with God. The next month more 
than three thousand souls were added to the 
Pyeng Yang churches.—7he Rev. E. W. 
Williams, yp Brag N.Y. 


Plenty for All. — Zhat thou mayest 
hearken unto the freer of thy servant (v. 6). 
Not long before the end of George Miiller’s 
wonderful life, a friend called to see him. 
This friend spoke to Miller of his great life- 
work, and of the marvelous faith he had in 
God. ‘My friend,’ said Miller, “I have 
no monopoly of God’s grace, The same life 
is open to you. It is open to all!’’—Ars, 
M. Watts, London, Eng. From The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. 


The Unsent Answers.—/ ray before thee 
... day and night (v. 6). e do not wait 
on the Lord enough in day-and-night pray- 
ing. The story is told of a woman who 
dreamed that she died and went to heaven. 
As one of the angels was showing her about 
the rooms of that glorious place, she was 
brought to a large room where many bun- 
dies were piled in a corner. Finding her 
name on several bundles, she asked for an 
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explanation, saying as she did so, ‘‘I re- 
member praying for those yery. eines when 
I was down on the earth.’’ 1 re- 
plied, ‘‘ Yes, when any of God’s children 
make uests to him, preparations are 
made to give the answer, but the angels are 
told if the petitioner is not waiting for the 
answer to return with it, and store it in this 
room.’’ Does not this account for our fail- 
ure many times to receive answers to our 
prayers ?—Mrs. A, R, Strathie, Port Town- 
send, Wash. From Norman H. Camp in 
Christian Workers’ Magazine. The prise. 
Sor this week ts awarded to this illustration. 

The Prayer —O Lord, I beseech 
thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the 
—— of thy servant (v.11). The story 

as lately been told in the papers of how the 
captain of a small vessel was one night taken 
very ill, Canned food had brought on 
ptomaine poisoning, and he realized that he 
was dangerously sick. But what to do he 
did not know, for, though the cure might be 
in his ship’s medicine chest, he had no skill 
to choose or compound it. Only one hope 
came to his mind—to find a doctor, He set 
the wireless telegraph to work. Out into 
the night went the message, signalling north, 
south, east, and west the call for a doctor 
and a prescription, —and lo, across hundreds 
of miles of air came the answer. The phy- 
sician had been found, the prescription was 
given, and the captain’s life was saved. The 
newspaper called it a parable of prayer. 
There is a striking difference between the 
operator of the wireless and the man who 
prays to God. The former sends out his 
message over the broad seas, hoping some- 
where to make himself heard, but not know- 
ing where his call will find an instrument 
keyed to receive it. He who prays, how- 
ever, knows who will hear. He knows that 
his-cry will come to his Father’s ear.—Z. 7: 
Brown, Philadelphia. J. R. Miller, D.D., 
in Forward. 2 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Take me, O my Father, take me." 
‘** Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night." 
** Weary of earth, and laden with my sin.” 
‘* Though your sins be as scarlet." 
** Prayer is the soul's sincere desire."’ 
‘* Sweet hour of prayer.”’ 
** From every stormy wind that blows."* 
** Don't stop praying, the Lord is nigh.”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
salm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 74 : 1-5 ts” : 1-5). 
Psalm 42 : 1-4 (88 : 1-4). 
Psalm 106 : 1-5, 34-38 (218 : 1, 30-34). 
Psalm 79 : 8-13 (161 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-6 (120 : oak 


“ 


Lesson Home-Readings 


(Selected umder the auspices of the Sunday-school 
Editorial Association, and approved by the American 
Section of the International Lesson Committee). 
M.—Neh. 1. ... . . . Nehemiah’s Prayer. 
T.—Neh. 2: 1-8, Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered. 
W.—Num. 14: 1-19. . Moses’ Prayer for the 
Israelites. 

T.—1 Sam. 7 : 3-14 . Samuel's Prayer for God's 
Protection. 

F.—Dan. 9g: 1-23. . Daniel's Prayer Instantly 
Answered. 

S.—Acts 12 : 1-19. The Prayer of the Church 
for Peter, 

S.—John 17: 1-26 . The Prayer of Jesus for his 
Disciples. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast encouraged us to 
pray. Some of us have learned by sad ex- 

rience how ones is work without prayer. 

e confess to thee our utter unworth, our 
weakness in the face of even the small duties of 
every day. We pray that we may learn how to 
pray, how to put — at the beginning of an 
task, and not as a last resort when the t 
grows wellnigh. intolerable. Thou knowest 
our foolish pride in what we call our own efforts. 
Forgive us for this, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within us, to the realizing of our complete 
dependence upon thee. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a story of a 
little girl who had great difficulty one day in 
climbing a fence. Prayer was perfectly 
natural to her, and she was accustomed to 

ray about anything in which she wanted 
i. As she climbed to the top of the fence 
she prayed that the Lord would help her. 
Suddenly she saw that it was easier than she 
had thought, and with a quick little leap she 


was over, saying brightly, ‘‘Never mind 
Lord, I can do it! It’s all right now!’ 
Isn’t that just the way we are so likely to do, 
when diffeulties are disappearing? The 
Lord’s help, when we cannot do the thin 

ourselves, is what we ask. When we thin 

we can, then we may not even count him in 
at all! When Hanani came to Nehemiah 
with the news from Jerusalem, Nehemiah 
didn’t begin to draw up plans for new gates 
and new walls, He was grieved over the 
news, and then he did what? He prayed. 


Fee ee Sapna waning of the whole 
e 











PRAYER FIRST 


If you were to write these two little words 
on a card and put them up where you work, 
and make Nehemiah’s plan the rule of your 
life, —prayer before at rayer first,—you 
would find how wonderfully: God prepares 
the way for his trusting children. May he 
enable us to follow this good way! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


This department utilizes the Underwood 
Travel System as a help in studying the regular 
peeps: by eben erent a are se 
mM IOrr. -five stereographs cost $7.50, 
and if eohnad te one time a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case is given free. Thirteen places 
visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911 ; persons 
already owning the 1910 material need only 
thirty-two new stereographs in order to make 
all the 1911 visits, ‘Ihe use of these helps may 

rofitably be begun at any time during the year. 

leven stereographs are to be used with the 
lessons of the fourth quarter, price $1.84. Those 
who own the 1910 material need order only 
eight, price, $1.34. Less than four stereographs 
in one order are 20 centseach. Stereoscopes, 
6s cents each. Postage or express is prepaid. 

rders may be sent to ‘Ihe Sunday School 
7 Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


HE palace at Shushan, where Nehemiah 
was a court-attendant, suffered in the 
course of centuries the usual fate of 

royal homes. It was destroyed in war-times. 
Most of its valuables were stolen and carried 
away. Costly finishings and furnishings of 
the buildings were left in shapeless heaps of 
rubbish, The modern rulers of Persia feel 
no interest in either the old-time Persians or 
the Hebrews, and Europeans have had diffi- 
culty in getting authority to make thorough 
investigations on the ground where Nehe- 
miah lived ; but some progress has been made 
along that line. Among the things brought 
to light from the fragments of the palace are 
some beautiful colored tiles that used to form 
an ornamental band around the wall of one 
of the stately halls. The original tiles are 
now in the Louvre Museum at Paris, set in 
place to show their original effect. You can 
see them in picture by using a stereograph. 

Nehemiah had probably admired the 
beauty of this frieze a good many times, and 
no doubt he had appreciated the skill that 
went into its design and execution, In his 
own person he combined with spiritual aspi- 
ration a raré degree of executive ability in 
all sorts of practical affairs. 

The tiles are set as a mason would set 
them to-day, with broken joints. Of course 
you can see in this one glance only a small 
section of. the really long horizontal band. 
Some of the tiles are plainly colored, but 
most of them have colored patterns or de- 
signs baked into their enameled surface, and 


‘the designs are as beautiful as many a trained 


artist would produce to-day. The most con- 
spicuous part of the whole frieze shows a 
procession of lions striding along, one behind 
another, tails waving and jaws open as if for 
a roar. It took tremendously clever plan- 
ning and skilled labor to produce all the 
vari-colored tiles for different parts of those 
majestic bodies, and have them fit together 
perfectly. Along the upper edge of the 
whole frieze is a decorative band of daisy- 
shaped figures, with rays of regular size 
arranged around central disks. “Those fig- 
ures were probably meant as reminders of 
the sun and its beneficent rays of light and 
heat. To the old Persians the sun seemed 
the most significant of all manifestations of 
over-ruling Goodness. Nehemiah without 
doubt understood the Persian. symbolism, 
but his Hebrew inheritance made him able 
to reach much farther into the heart of things. 
He too thought of the sun as a manifestation 
of God’s goodness (Psa. 136:8; Eccleés. 
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11:7), but he was richer than the Persian 
king because he could feel beyond that fact 
of the visible world into the invisible world, 
where God was his personal friend and 
helper. 

To see for yourself part of the old Persian 
palace where Nehemiah lived, use a stereo- 
graph entitled, ‘* Procession of lions—mo- 
saic of tiles—from royal palace at Shushan,”’ 





a Department. Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God hears and an- 
swers prayer. 

Wotes:—include chapters one and 
two. to.complete the lesson story, showing 
how God heard and answered Nehemiah’s 
prayer. 

Instead of the difficult text suggested from 
James 5 : 16, substitute the simpler mem- 
ory verse, ‘* Lord, teach us to pray’’ (Luke 
Ir: 1), 

A plain table-top or sand-board may be 
used to picture the broken walls and gates 
of Jerusalem. 

From your miscellaneous collection of 
pictures select those which suggest prayer, 
especially any showing children saying grace, 
or engaged in morning or evening prayer. 
The early comers will gladly help in choos- 
ing and arranging them. 

Before the Lesson.—Show last Sunday’s 

icture of the people praying by the river, 
fore Ezra started to lead them to Jerusa- 
lem. Recall how God answered the prayer, 
to guide them by the right way, because they 
believed, ‘¢ The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him.’’ Emphasize 
their feast of thanksgiving and prayer when 
the journey was ended. Ask how many sang 
at home the song suggested, Sing the 
chorus : 





‘* He leadeth me, he leadeth me, 
By his own hand he leadeth me.”’ 


Spend a little time talking about the 
Thanksgiving plans for your own depart- 
ment, and sing a song of thanksgiving. (A 
rest exercise might be the imaginary journey 
to Jerusalem.) 

esson Story.—One of Ezra’s good friends 
did not go to Jerusalem with the others, but 
he never forgot about those who had gone. 
His name was Nehemiah, and he was always 
hoping for messages about the people of 
Jerusalem, 

In what ways may we receive messages 
from friends who have gone away? In those 
long ago days there were no messages by 
telephone or telegraph, and there were no 
cars to carry letters. Letters were some- 
times sent by messengers, but people could 
not hope to hear often from their distant 
friends, 

I think Nehemiah knew that Ezra and his 
friends had safely reached Jerusalem, also 
that their homes and God’s house had been 
built; but ten or twelve years had passed, 
and Nehemiah was anxious to hear how they 
were prospering. 

e day some messengers arrived from 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah asked many ques- 
tions, and was much grieved to learn that his 
friends were in trouble. The city walls and 
gates were still broken down, just as they 
were left many years before, when the peo- 

le were carried to Babylon and the city 

red with fire, When Nehemiah heard 
these things he sat down and cried. His 
heart was so sad that he could not eat, but 
fasted and prayed. He knew that God was 
a friend. who could hear and answer his 
prayers very quickly, (Read parts of the 
prayer, especially verses 10 and 41, chapter 1). 

Nehemiah was a great favorite with the 
king, and had been chosen the king’s cu 
bearer. Only a pleasant-faced man Fas 
have that honor. The sad news from Jeru- 
salem made Nehemiah’s face look sad. Per- 
haps the king could see that he had been 
crying. He was a kind king. When Nehe- 
miah brought him a drink, the king said, 
*¢ Why are you sad? you are not sick ; your 
heart must be sad.’’ 

Then Nehemiah told what he had heard 
(v. 3, chap. 2). The queen was sitting be- 
side the king when he said to Nehemiah, 
‘* What do you want?’’ Then Nehemiah 
felt that God and the king would answer.his 
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NEW BOOKS 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY’S | 
At All Booksellers 








Norman Duncan The Measure of a Man 


Author of ** Dr. Luke of the ge: + ye picture of 
the rough life of the logging camp. together it gives one a 
mano of manhood hos is not often found in books of 
fiction.''"—Minneapolis Journal, Whustrated, net $1.25. 


Robert E. Knowles singer a Roctenay 


‘*Mr. Knowles has written his best book. He strikes the 
‘human interest’ note in a most effective way. You may 
shed tears now and again; but it will pay to shed them ; tor 
in ‘ The Singer of the Kootenay’ you have a glimpse of what 
manhood may be.'’—Book News Monthly. Cloth, net $1.20. 


WilfredT. Grenfell, M.D, Bow? Nort on 


A new collection of Labrador yarns. New York Sun recently 
said: ‘‘ Admirable as is the work that Dr. Grenfell is doing 
on the Labrador coast, the books he has written make his 
readers almost wish he would give up some of it to write 


more."’ Hlustrated, net $1.00. 
Edward A. Steiner, The Broken Wall 


of the Mingling Folk 


Professor Steiner, author of ‘On the ‘Trail of the Immi- 
rant,"’ has the story-teller’s knack. In this collection will 

found tragedy and pathos in strong contrast with keen 
humor and brilliant wit, all permeated by an uncompromising 














optimism, Hlustrated, $1.00, 
ClaraE.Laughlin -fz2t&% The Gleaners 





Again Miss Laughlin has given us a masterpiece in this story 
of present-day life. Millet's picture, ‘‘ ‘The Gleaners,"' is the 
moving spirit in this little romance, and incidentally one 
catches the inspiration the artist. portrays in his immortal 


canvas. Ulustrated, net 75c. 
Harold Begbic ...azss:ct...- The Shadow 





“The best results of this book will be a large sympathy for 
the defeated and fallen. No novel has appeared in years so 
filled with the spirit of devotion and self-sacrifice.''’— Zhe 
Independent, Cloth, net $1.25. 





Hugh Black, D.D. 
Happiness 
This is the fourth in 
a quartette u- 
tiful gift books 
hich began with 
FRIENDSHIP ‘and 
very naturaliy ends 
with HAPPINESS. 
‘Thousands who heve 
been-Jed into a deeper 


understanding of 
friendship will wel- 
come 


new. vol- 
ume on ‘‘ what all the 


world’s a-seeking ’’— 
happiness. 


Gilt top, net $1.50 





WwW. J. Dawson 


The Book of 
Courage 


“ An inspiring call 
to those who, dis- 
couraged or facing 
adversity, or borne 
down by sorrow, are 
in sore need of words 
to make them take 
up life again bravely 
and _ cheerfully.”’"— 
Newark Evening 


ews. 


Net $1.25 





John T. Faris 


Author of 
i‘ Winning Their Way.’ 


“ Making Good ” 


Pointers for the Man of 
To-morrow 

Dr. J. R. Miller 
says: “Sixty inti- 
mate messages to 
yaung men and boys 
on the things that 
make for success or 
failure. Bright and 
short and tull of illus- 
trations from actual 


’ Net $1.25 
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New York: 158 Fifth Ave. Chicago: 125 No. Wabash Ave. 


Toronto 
Edinburgh 


London 

















COMMENDATIONS 
** For home study, for teacher 
training, and as a_ practical 
working knowledge of the Eng- 
lish Bible, | know nothing bet- 
ter than the Bible Study Course 
prepared by Dr. E. S. Young.”’ 
— Chas. W. Recard, Pastor First 

U. B. Church, Canton, O. 


‘I have carefully examined 
the series of Bible Studies pre- 
pared by Rev. E. S. Young, and 
am glad of the opportunity of 
commending them to Christian 
people everywhere. I know of 
no studies better suited to a 
thorough knowledge of the facts 
of the Bible than these, The 
analyses are clear, the state- 
ments are conservative and ac- 

















‘BIBLE STUDY BY MAIL 


THE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE INSTITUTE OF CANTON, OHIO 


rovides a full course of Bible Study for Ministers, Sunday School Officials, ‘leachers, 
Parents and Bible Students in their own homes, at a very moderate expense. 

take this course without the cost of attending school in a distant city, and while engaged 
in your regular work, and receive diploma for special fields of Christian activity. 


curate, the maps are distinct, 
and they are entirely free from 
all doctrinal bias.'’"— G. Z. Jack- 
son, Pastor First Presbyterian 
Church, Canton, O. 

**One who 
course as Dr. 
have a most excellent knowl- 
édge of the Book of Books.” 
H. Welshimer, 
First Christian Church, Can- 
tan, O. 


‘*I have used Dr. Young's 
course teaching in Dallas Col- 
lege, and for two years in Bible 
classes in my church, and con- 
sider this system among thc best 
for Christian workers."’"—W. W. 
Sager, Pastor U. E. Church, 
Canton, O. 


Address: Rev. E. S. Young, D.D., Press BIBLE STUDENT CO,. Box 2, Canton, O. 
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prayers, so he asked to go to Jerusalem to 
see his friends. The king asked how long he 
wanted to stay, and gave permission, He 
also gave letters which would allow Nehe- 
miah to pass through the countries on the 
way, and the king ordered that Nehemiah 
might cut down trees, to use in rebuilding 
the gates and walls. With these letters and 
a guard of horsemen Nehemiah made a 
safe journey, and, like Ezra, he rested three 
days in Jerusalem, and surely he thanked 

He was so anxious to see what the city 
walls and gates were like that one night on 
horseback, with a few friends, he went out 
of the valley gate and rode around. In some 
places he could hardly get over the rubbish, 
but he made up his mind what he would do. 
He hadn’t told at first why he came back, 
but when he found out how much work was 
needed to fix the walls, he said, ‘* Come, let 
us build up the walls.’? The people were 
pleased with such a leader, so they said, 
**Let us rise up and build.’’ Next Sunday 
we will learn how they got along. 

After the Lesson.—Show the picture of 
Nehemiah praying, and some of children 
praying. Tell how ready God is to hear and 
answer prayer, and repeat, ‘* Lord, teach us 
to pray.’’? For home-work give a copy of a 
simple prayer to le learned, and close with 
a prayer song, such as ‘‘ Hear my prayer, O 
Lord,’’ from Carols, or a verse of ‘* Every- 
thing to God in Prayer ”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


de AM going to write a special little mes- 
sage to you girls to-day,’’ and I took 
my fountain pen, which was pur- 
posely dry, and began to write. Amid com- 
ments and exclamations I wrote on, leaving 
no sign of my ineffectual writing. ‘* Did 
you receive your message ?’’ I finally asked. 
Well, then, I will write more rapidly, or I 
will repeat it several times—perhaps many 
times ; will that answer the purpose? What 
is the difficulty? We saw that something 
vital was lacking. Writing without ink is 
ineffectual. What does that mean? Some 
people pray ineffectually. Their prayers 
produce no effect, so they pray in that same 
way over and over again without avail. What 
is the difficulty? To-day we study about a 
man who made a wonderful, effectual prayer. 
What would effectual prayer mean? Noth. 
ing vital was lacking in Nehemiah’s prayer. 
We found James 5 : 16, and marked and 
recited it. We shall study these three ques- 
tions, which the girls wrote : 


1. Was Nehemiah a righteous man ? 
2. Why did he make his prayer ? 
3. Did it avail much? Why? 


Under the first heading we discussed the 
position of Bema and how it indicated 
Nehemiah’s character as an honorable, trust- 
worthy, cultured, wealthy, influential maa. 
His prayer life and his unselfishness were 
also noted. Now answer question one, and 
prove it. 

Under question two we discussed the 
meeting with the returned travelers, the 
question asked, the answer, the conditions 
in Jerusalem (review), and the effect of the 
news on Nehemiah. Why did he grieve so? 
What motive had hejin praying thus? Who 
would be benefited? What did he say, in 
his prayer? How did he show his faith in 
God’s promises? Think of some of your 
countrymen faraway in mission fields; Do 
you pray for them? Does the condition of 
these people grieve you? And look at these 
little sisters of yours (I showed them some 
pictures of immigrants from Grose’s ‘‘Aliens 
or Americans,’’? Young People’s Missionary 
Movement). Do you ever pray for them? 
Would it do any good to pray for them? 
How else could we pray for our country? 
Are your prayers selfish or unselfish in mo- 
tive? To be effectual they must be unsel- 
fish. 

Now let us see whether Nehemiah’s sup- 
plication availed much. How was it an- 
swered? How long was Nehemiah com- 
pelled to wait before the answer came? 


‘| What did he do when the moment came to 


answer the king? Who showed him how to 
answer? What would it mean to Nehe- 
miah’s life and position if he should go? 
For what reason do you think God delayed 
giving the answer for four months? What 
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do you think he was doing for Nehemiah 
during that time? lIiow was this a test of 
Nehemiah’s faith? How many things did 
Nehemiah do toward answering his own 
prayer? 

Why was this prayer effectual ? We found 
four reasons : 

1. Because Nehemiah was a_ righteous 
man. 

2. Because it was an unselfish prayer. 

3. Because he showed great faith in God. 

4. Because he did all he could to help 
answer his own prayer. : 

Find four reasons, then, why some of our 
prayers are imeffectual, and pray God that 
we may become strong and effectual in 
prayer. lI trust that you may be, not girls 
who ‘‘say their prayers,’’ but girls who pray 
and whose prayers avail much. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


What are some reasons for ineffectus] 
prayer? - What made Nehemiah’s prayer 
effectual ? 

Read Nehemiah 2 : 9-20. 
expedition did Nehemiah take?- Why? 

Read Nehemiah 4 : 1-6. Verse 6 gives 
the reason for success. Write it. How did 
the enemies make fun of the work? 

Read Nehemiah 4: 7-18. What did these 
men do besides pray to make their work 
successful ? ’ 

Memorize 1 Corinthians 16 : 13. Four 
things are mentioned to do. How did Ne- 
hemiah’s men fulfil this verse ? 

Read Nehemiah 4 : 7-18. What excuse 
did the men give for stopping work? What 
**nerve tonic ’’ did Nehemiah give them, and 
tell its effect ? 

What are some reasons why people be- 
come ‘‘quitters’’ in any good work ? Faith- 
fulness in work shows what power? (Gal. 
5 : 23.) 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Your Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 


By Amos R. Wells 


S THIS is a lesson on prayer, it will be 
most appropriate for the teacher to 
open it with a brief prayer for the 

class. At the close ask the boys to say with’ 
you, with bowed head, ‘‘ Lord, teach me to 
pray.’’ 

If you are using the ‘* Foot-rule of His- 
tory’? (described in The Sunday School 
Times for April 1), you will need to add a 
bit to the rule to get in Nehemiah. An 
‘*N’”’ for him will stand in the first half of 
the thirteenth inch, in both the middle and 
lower rules. 

In Geikie’s ‘*‘ Hours with the Bible ’’ there 
is an interesting account of the meeting of 
Nehemiah with his brother, embodying the 
story in Josephus. It will be well to read 
this to the boys to introduce the lesson. 
Make much of the position of Nehemiah as 
the king’s cupbearer, and bring in the pic- 
turesque facts about this officer. Also be 
sure to make clear to the boys why Jerusa- 
lem was in special trouble and needed 
Nehemiah. 

This Week’s Novelty.—Quote to the 
boys the far but beautiful lines of 
Tennyson : 


** More things are wrought by prayer 
‘Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy 
voice 
Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 
For what are men better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them 
friend ? 
For so the whole round earth is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God." 


This thought of the golden chain of prayer 
is to be the keynote of the lesson. Make 
links of pasteboard, fastening them together 
into a chain, and gilding them. They are to 
represent Nehemiah’s beautifui prayer. As 
you study it, each verse will furnish a link 
for the chain, some element that should 
enter into all our prayers. You will print 
the name of this element upon a piece of 
paper, and fasten it to the gold link with a 
wire clip such as is used to fasten papers 
together. 

Verses 1-4 will be represented by the word 
** Need ’’—-for all of us, like Nehemiah, must 
feel some need before we pray. Verse 4 
will also contribute the element of ‘‘ Earnest- 
ness,’’ and also that of ‘* Time,’’ for, though 
the briefest ‘of prayers are heard and an- 
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swered, yet continued prayer shows our 
earnestness and determination. Thus three 
links are named. 

The other links will be named thus: ‘* In- 
vocation ’’—verse 5; you will need to ex- 
plain the meaning of the word. ‘‘ Adora- 
tion ’’—verse 5. ** Covenant ’’—verse 5 ; we 
need to remember, in our praying, that we 
are entering into one of the ay, nee of 
God for his children, . ** Intercessory ’’— 
verse 6; this word also must be explained, 
and the boys will be taught to think much of 
others when they pray. “Confession ’?— 
verses 6, 7; ‘* Petition ’?—verse 8. ‘* Prom- 
ises ’’—verse 9; we shall pray with far greater 
confidence if our minds are filled with God’s 
promises to his children. ‘* Remembrances”’ 
—verse 10: we shall pray with greater as- 
surance if we remember how good God has 
been to us in the past. ‘* Humility ’’—verse 
11, with its use of the word ‘‘servant’’ and 
its expression of ‘‘ fear’? of God; no proud 
person can truly pray. Finally, ‘‘ Petition’’ 
again—verse II. 

The boys will copy the words on the links, 
and you will urge them to make sets of the 
gold links for their own bedrooms at home. 

Get the boys to repeat the clauses of the 
Lord’s Prayer, and see how many of these 
elements they can find in that prayer. 

Ask the boys to tell you what hindrances 
prevent true prayer, and as they name them 
write them on the blackboard or a large sheet 
of paper, having the boys copy. the list. 
They may name these: no eagerness; no 
adoration ; all petitions for one’s self; the 
coming of foolish or trifling thoughts. 

Tell the boys that you will give them a 
prayer primer. Hand to each a six-leaved 
blank-book, upon each leaf of which they 
are to write one of the following requirements 
for wise and. helpful praying: 1. A regular 
time. 2. Arcgular place. 3. Thanksgiving 
and adoration more than petition. 4. Peti- 
tion for others as we?) as one’s self. 5. Un- 
stinted time. 6. Belief. Say a few words 
about each of these, and have the boys repeat 
the list until it is well fastened in their minds. 

Close by offering some such prayer as the 
following, asking the boys to repeat it after 
you clause by clause: ‘*Dear Father in 
heaven, I thank thee thatthou dost hear me. 
I thank thee that thou wilt answer all sincere 
and right prayers. I pray thee that 1 may 
come to know thee better and love thee more. 
Please teach me to pray. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen.’’ 


Home Work on. Next Week’s Lesson 


Learn from Nehemiah 2 how Nehemiah 
got permission to go to Jerusalem, and what 
he did first when he arrived. Learn from 
Nehemiah 3 and 4 (especially 4) how the 
wall of Jerusalem was built, What opposi- 
tion did Nehemiah meet? How did he over- 
come his difficulties? What lesson does he 
teach us? 

BOSTON. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Appeal of the Judzans to the Pow- 
erful Nehemiah at Susa ; His Prayer 
(Neh. 1: 1 to 2:8; 445 B.C.). 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


F THE theory propounded in the last 
lesson be true; that Ezra and his men 
attempted to begin the building of the 

wall of Jerusalem, but were stopped at the 
permission of Artaxerxes through the violent 
intervention of their enemies, who made 
(Ezra 4: 2, 3) the ruin worse than ever, 
then some three or four years, more or less, 
later, the downcast Judzans made up their 
minds to appeal to the most powerful and 
capable representative of their race, to Ne- 
hemiah, the cup-bearer, and therefore the 
special favorite of the great monarch, who 
was at Susaat the royal palace in attendance 
on his royal master. 

From some points of view their errand was 
a daring one, even foolhardy. Courtiers are 
proverbially uncertain. They had a long 
and dangerous road to traverse between 
Judah and Susa. To what present-day 
journey might it be compared? What was 
its length, the probable means of transporta- 
tion, and the time occupied ? 

But Hanani was a kinsman of Nehemiah. 
The word in verse 2 may mean brother, 
kinsman, or tribesman. Ile knew, perhaps, 
the fine, reliable character of the man. Ile 
knew Nehemiah.to be an ardent patriot, who 
prayed, ‘‘day and night, for the children of 
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Israel’’ (v. 6), one who would be with them, 
heart and soul. They felt that if he only 
knew the truth, he would render powerful 
aid to his countrymen. 

The delegation from Judah made its way 
to Susa, arriving there at the close of 446 
BC. t an interview with Nehemiah, 
and told him their tale of distress in 
to his eager questioning. What were the 
two matters concerning which he questioned 
them, and what was their reply? 

The sad news had a marked and sudden 
effect upon Nehemiah. He seems to have 
been quite unprepared for such tidings; 
they moved him to tears. But he was a 
resolute sort of man also. A pu 
ripened in his soul during days of prayerful 
meditation and fasting, which expressed it- 
self in the determination torequest the office 
of governor over Judah, This resolve he ac- 
cepted as from God himself (Neh. 2: 12). 

Yet, great man as he was, there were diffi- 
culties not a few in his pathway. He had 
reason to pray for wisdom and guidance, It 
is true that he held an office which gave great 
influence and not a little distinction to its 
occupant. As the royal cup-bearer, he had 
intimate relations with the monarch, and un- 
equaled opportunities for influencing his 
mind. But he was likewise peculiarly sub- 
ject to royal caprice. No wonder he prayed 
that Jehovah would “grant him mercy in the 
sight ’’ of Artaxerxes, 

But a high and holy consecration had laid 
hold upon Nehemiah. He cared little for 
the luxury, the power, and the pleasures of 
the court in comparison with the opportuni- 
ties for heroic service which the situation of 
his country afforded. He performed his 
regular tasks and bided his time, but he was 
all the while absorbed in prayer, the key- 
note of which is sounded by the petitions of 
the prayer which forms our lesson to-day. 
Notice the opening sentence in verse 5. 
What strongly contrasting attributes are here 
proclaimed? How can the same Being ex- 
hibit both? Is it not the very glory of God 
that he may inspire awe, and yet show forth 
lovingkindness all the while? After a hum- 
ble approach (v. 6a), notice the confession 
of sin. What sins are mentioned? Yet 
Nehemiah claims God’s promise (vs. 8-10), 
and asks for help on behalf of the people 
and of himself. This is a reverent and earn- 
est petition, 

The narrative goes on to justify it. Ap- 
parently Nehemiah bided his time, waiting 
until the Lord should make for him a favor- 
able opportunity. He had set his heart upon 
becoming the governor of Judah, but had to 
seize upon a proper occasion for pressing his 
request. Some months went by before his 
chance came. The king noted that he looked 
sad, and taxed him with having something to 
conceal, demanding to know what it was. 

Nehemiah was ‘‘sore afraid ’’ (2:2). Why 
should he fear? Perhaps because he felt the 
importance of the moment. It was a turn- 
ing-point, a very critical time. He did not 
lose his presence of mind, but gave a straight- 
forward reason which appealed to the Persian 
king. What reason did he give? It is said 
that no appeal would have meant more to a 


king of Persia than this one, involving a rev- | 


erence for the resting-place of one’s ances- 
tors, 
his wish. 

Artaxerxes had a great liking for Nehe- 
miah, and felt inclined to grant him his 
heart’s desire. But he did not wish to lose 
his favorite cup-bearer for all time, so he 
virtually consented by asking Nehemiah how 
long he must be away. 

Like a man of wisdom and foresight, Ne- 
hemiah did not omit to ask for what he 
needed. [fe was made governor or pekhah 
of Judah (5 : 14), obtained full authority to 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, was given 
royal letters to the various officials of ‘* be- 
yond the River,’’—that is, the province be- 
tween the Euphrates and the Mediterranean, 
and an order to the keeper of the royal for- 
ests to furnish him with timber. Thus his 
enterprise was well started. 

The most interesting item in this choice 
narrative is the personality of Nehemiah. 
How clearly he reveals his fine character, — 
patriotic, sincere, generous, reverent. What 
incidental references show him to have been 
a man of strong religious conviction and 
habit ? 

Nehemiah the Courtier. What did his 
position involve of influence and opportunity ? 

Nehemiah the Man. Express in adjec- 
tives the characteristics which seem oit- 
standing ? 


(Continued on next page) 


So he encouraged Nehemiah to state | 














“The best version in any language.’’ 


THE AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBLE 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 





The International Lesson Committee de- 
cided by a unanimous resolution to use the 
text of the American Standard Bible in the 
Uniform and new Graded Sunday School Les- 
sons because it is more true to the original and 
requires less explanation than any other. 

It is therefore used in the Sunday School 
periodicals published by the great denomina- 
tional publishing houses and The Sunday 
School Times, and is also the standard text 
book for Bible Study Classes, Colleges, Uni- 
versities, and Theological Seminaries. 


The American Bible Society. Since the year 1816, the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY has published only the King James 
Version of the Scriptures, but, recognizing the great value of the work 
of the American Committee, and to meet the demands of Churches 
and Sunday-schools, the Society has recently amended its constitu- 
tion so as to enable it to publish the AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE, 


The American Bible has now been before the public 
for ten years, and it continues to grow in popular favor, faster than any 
translation before it ever did. The demand is so great that the publishers have made 
this version in eight sizes of type and over 200 styles of binding so as to meet every 
want. Prices from 35 cents up. 


For Sale by all leading Booksellers. Send for Booklet and price list to 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for the American Revision Committee 


381 A Fourth Avenue New York 
Also Publishers of Nelson’s Perpetual Loose-Leaf Encyclopaedia 


Big Bargains in Books 
Ca New Webster = 
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Dictionaries 


Full Flexible Leather Binding and large, clear type. 
were published to sell at $3.00. 

It embraces the 1910 census, recent maps, in addition to the following table 
of contents : 

Words and their definitions, modifications, pronunciations, divisions and 
subdivisions ; synonyms, antonyms, prefixes, suffixes, abbreviations and all 





These dictionaries 





s. of meaning. 
All the English words in ordinary use, inclnding many that have recently 
come into current use. 


Dictionary of English Christian Names of Men and Women with their 
rivation and Meani 


Dictionary of Simplified Spelling Adopted to Date by the Simplified Spelling 
‘The complete dictionary comprises 1,000 pages. 
now for our Clearance Catalogue No. 31, containing Lists of the very 


newest publications. Thousands of brand new books of Publishers’ Remain- 
ders at prices cut in halves and quarters, including Literature, Science, His- 


tory, Travel, Biography and Fiction. 
THE TABARD INN BOOK COMPANY 
mn ‘ Philadelphia 


1302-4 Filbert Street, - -~ ‘ 
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HE NEW ERKOSCOPE is a perfect stereopti- 
con for the projection of lantern slides. Used 
with electric, acetylene or calcium light. ‘Uhree 

ipewsinen travelogues and slides free of rental with 
KOSCOPE outht. Sold on Time Payments. $10 
down. Can be used by anybody anywhere. 100,000 
slides in stock for rent. Get our book “ How to Put 
on Travelogues.” Bros. Optical Ce., St. Leuis. 
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Men and Religion Library 


AT HALF THE COST.OP THE SAMB BOOKS 


Vol. 1. The Message and Program citi 


Vol 2, naiicual Werk NM ou 
Yet. de Reneeneins 1h Moruy STONE 


. . i Ww. 
Vol. 4. The Bible in the World.ot Tr Btour 
Vol. 5. The Teaching of Bible Classes 


Vol. 6. Misery and its Causes |. DEVINE 
Vol. 7. Christianity and the Social Crisis 
Vol. 8. Boy Life and Self-Government pisKE 


9%. Traini 
bas wo airs JOHN ALEXANDER, Editor 


. 10. The W How of Forel 
Vol. 10. The Wby and How ie fh bROWN 


. 11. The Decisi # Chri 
Vol. 11. The Docialyg Hour of Corin MOTT 


Issued at the request of the Men and Religion 
Forward Movement. It should be on the table of 
every pastor, teacher or other Christian worker 
and in eve Sunday-school Library. ‘ 

Each book is chosen because it contains a part of 

ge and method of the movement, 


The Eleven Books, Neatly Boxed, for Five 
Dollars, Carriage Collect 











Send for complete descriptive catalog—just issued 


ASSOCIATION PRESS 


New York: 124 East 28th 
erat ah aseranstor ow, B.C. 


MARTIN LUTHER 
THE MAN and HIS WORK 


Dr. Arthur Cushman McGiffert 
Professor of Church History in Union 
Theological Seminary ; 

A bold, vigorous, and masterful life of 
Luther, in which the main emphasis is laid 
upon the extraordinarily great human in- 
terest of Luther’s life and character. Tie 
best and most satisfactory picture yet drawn 
of the stern old monk whose rebellion 
against the church of Rome changed the 
history of the world, 

Forty-eight interesting illustrations of hts- 
torical places and persons. 8vo, 450 pages. 


Price, $3.00 net, postage 19 cents. 
PUBLISHED BY 
THE CENTURY CO., raw Pour 

















Gospel Text Calendar 
1919 Our FINE GOSPEL TEXT { 949 


CALENDAR for the year 
PRICE, 25 CENTS, POSTAGE PAID 





19:2 IS NOW READY 








The calendar consists of thirteen sheets, 12X17, 
yo in delicate tints and colors. The cover sheet 
$s printed in three colors and contains a beautiful 
Bible picture. The other sheets contain each a calen- 
dar in large figures for the month and a Bible text for 
each day of the month, selected with care. KHesi‘es 
these, cach sheet contains a beautiful ible. picture in 
half-tone. ‘These sheets are also printed in_three col- 
ors, and are suspended from a silk cord. ‘The back of 
the cover contains a two hundred year caendar, | 

Thousands are #2 each year for Christmas pres- | 
ents You can get nothing better for your Sunday- 
school class. 

Agents do a good work in ccing them. Send for 
special prices to agents. ° A sampile* calendar with 
prices to agents wiil be sent to any address for twenty 


cents. 
m North 


H. S. Hallman Bag Ret 


Agents wanted in every city and commetinity in 
nited States, Canada and-Great Britain. 
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Sample, r5c., two for asc. . Wholesale rates on large 
lots. THE HIRAM PRESS, Hiram, Ohio. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


( Continued from preceding page) 
The Moving Plea of the Deputation, Of 
hat was his 
~~ ? 

ehemiah’s Prayer. What did he ac- 
knowledge to God, and for what did he pray? 

The Interview with. Artaxerxes, Account 
for the graciousness of the king, What ex- 
hibits Nelemiah’s longheadeduess ? 


Books THAT May Be Reap. 


For a clear and vivid explanation of the 
incidents related in this lesson no book is 
superior to Volume II of Hunter’s * After 
the Exile’’ (pp. 99-112). Wade’s ‘* Old 
‘Testament History ’’ (pp. 479-480) ,or Kent’s 
** History of the Jewish People’’ (pp. 167- 
170), are very helpful, George Adam Smith’s 


ee ”” (Vol. IT, pp. 335-336) is use- 
ful, also the excellent commentary in the 
Cambridge Bible series by Ryle. 

DatLy Home Work ON Next LEsson. 

The Lesson for December 3 is from Ne- 
hemiah 2:9 t05 319. 

Monday.— Read Nehemiah 2: 9-20. How 
Nehemiah induced his fellow-countrymen to 
take hold of the task of restoring the city 
walls, Note his shrewdness as well as en- 
thusiasm. Each has a place in the Lord’s 
service. 

T -—Read Nehemiah 3 : 1-32, and 
notice the method’ pursued in the work of 
rebuilding. How did Nehemiah plan to get 
the utmost out of his volunteers ? 

Wednesday.—Read Nehemiah 4: 1-11. 
How the enemies of Nehemiah did their ut- 
most, by ridicule or by force, to stop the 
work, ‘but in vain. 

Thursday,— Read Nehemiah 4 : 12-23. 
The precautions taken by Nehemiah against 
surprise or delay. 

Friday.—Kead Nehemiah 5 : 1-13. Ne- 
hemiah’s measures’ taken to redress the 
wrongs of the poor. 

Saturday.—Read Nehemiah 5 : 14-I9. 
Nehemiah’s self-sacrificing generosity to his 
countrymen, 

Stinday.— Read Komans 8 : 31-39. Paul’s 
Paean of confidence in the watchful care and 
guidance of God. 


THE Next LxEssoN OUTLINED FoR STUDY. 

1. The Journey to Palestine. (1.) Com- 
pare it in speed and distance to Ezra’s jour- 
ney. (2.) Compare them in point of escort 
and numbers, 

2. His First Move on Arrival. (3.) Why 
was there so much secrecy about it? (4.) 
To what proposal ‘did it lead ? 

3. His Opponents. (5.) What three men 
appear as leaders of the opposition to Nehe- 
miah’s policy? © (6.) What three stages of 
the campaign against him are noted in the 
narrative ? 

4. His Great Helper. (7.) In how many 
ways does Nehemiah acknowledge God’s 
help in his task ? | 

5. Zhe Progress of the Enterprise, (8.) In | 
what ways did Nehemiah command success ? | 

WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KAN, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, November 26, rorr, 
Echoes of Peace and Blessing. (1 Thess. 
5: 14-24. Thanksgiving meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
gata: hy thanksgiving (1 Chron. 16: 


TUES. —Thanksgiving proclamation (Psa. 
I 


00). 
WED.—A thanksgiver (Luke 17 : 11-19)» 
‘THUR.—A backward glance (Isa. 63 : 7-9). 
Fri. —Eternal thanksgiving (Rev. 7 : 9-17). 
SaT.—Daily thanksgiving (Phil. 4 : 6). 











Mention reasens for thankfulness. 
In what way can we show our gratitude ? 
How can we share our blessings with others ? 


ro W* BROUGHT nothing into this 

world,’’ says the Apostle. This 

is the fundamental and indisput- | 
able fact of life. Naked we came, without 
a garment or a possession. There may have 
been many things awaiting us, but we did 
not bring them. _ Helpless, ignorant, self- 
defenseless, we began our lives. We may 
have many things now which we have accu- 


| 





mulated for ourselves, but the conditions 


which made the accumulation possible were 
not of our making, and of all that we have 
we created not one thing. Even when we 
claim of some thing that we did create it, the 
materials were provided us, and even the 
idea of the thing came through some. sugges- 
tion. Of all that we have, we can claim to 
be the originators and proprietors only in a 
very partial way. .How partial we can 
readily discover by meditating: upon the ten- 
ure of our ownership. - Absolutely. all our 
ossessions are to be taken away from us, 
What kind of ownership can such owner- 
ship be? 

“ 

All our relations to things are meant to 
make and keep us conscious of our depend- 
ence. Anothersentus here. Another gave 
us all that we have that we have justly. 
Another will take everything away from us. 
We are meant to remember God the giver. 
From him and to him are all things. ‘Those 
are the strong and bappy lives which feel 
this most deeply and bless the Lord that 
— ‘The Book of Psalms is so true to the 
ife of man, in part, because it is so full of 
grateful expression of man’s utter depend- 
ence upon God for life and health and food 
and ail things. ** Praise ’’ is its character- 
istic word. Quote the most familiar Psalms 
of thanksgiving and gratitude, and note how 
much of life is recognized by the Psalmist as 
directly under the loving will of God, so that 
for all that we have and all that we have not 
he is to be praised. 


Pride and selfishness—the two worst pas- 
sions of life—cannot touch a life that is full 
of gratitude and thanksgiving.. ‘lhe sense of 
glad obligation to God for all good keeps the 
heart humble, and the spirit of praise and 
blessing is a social spirit which draws us out 
to others, and makes us eager to see them 
happy and to share with them whatever we 
possess, ‘There was no sincerity in. the 
Pharisee’s ‘*‘ Lord, I thank thee,’’ or his 
heart would have gone out to the Publican. 
No mean idea of favoritism or exclusive 
privilege can endure the spirit of thankful 
joy. Be glad and you will inevitably give 
gladness to others. ‘Thank God to-day and 
you will be enabled to give others fresh occa- 
sion to thank him, 


= 
Which is the most thankful of all the 
Psalms ? 
Which of Paui’s Epistles is fullest of the 
spirit of praise ? 
Quote all the New Testament verses which 
speak of thanksgiving. 


% 

It would be good for each of us to join 
our thanksgiving with a friend. Together 
we shall be better able to count our mercies 
and to be glad for them. 


% 

And we should be thankful even for our 
discomforts, Paul’s ‘‘ thorn’’ and sufferings 
did not make him morose and somber. He 
persisted in seeing the salutary uses of evil 
(1 Cor. 11 : 19), and rejoicing in his infirmi- 
ties (Col. 1: 24; 2 Cor. 12: 9,10; Phil. 2: 
17, 18). His irrepressible cheer rose su- 
preme in all trials. He sang in jail with his 
feet in the stocks (Acts 16:25), and he 
heartened his fellow-passengers in the ship- 
wreck with bright words, ‘‘ Sirs, be of good 
cheer,’? And his spirits prevailed, and 
‘*they were all of good cheer’’ (Acts 27: 
25-36). ‘*Rejoicing in hope, patient in 
tribulation,’’ was one of his aphorisms (Rom. 
12:12). He saw the element of tribulation 
in his trials, ** the moral uses of dark things.’’ 
Let us, like Paul, take even the sacrifices 
and hardships of life with real hearty good 
will as in the line of a soldier’s duty (2 Tim. 
2 : 3-5). David Livingstone represented 
this spirit when he said in his paper on 
‘* Missionary Sacrifices ”? : ** 1t is something 
to be a missionary. The morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy, when they first saw the field which the 
first missionary was to fill. . . . We will 
magnify the office. ... Pathetic plaints are 
penned about laying their bones on a foreign 
shore by those who never thought of making 
aught of their bones at home. (Bone-dust 
is dear nowhere, we think.) And then there 
is the never-ending talk and wringing of 
hands over missionary ‘ sacrifices.’ ‘lhe 


| man is surely going to be hanged, instead of | 


going to serve. in Christ’s holy gospel. . Is 
this such service as He deserves who, though 
rich, for our sakes became poor? ... He 
asks a willing mind, a cheerful obedience. . .. 
Our talk of sacrifices is ungenerous and hea- 
thenish,’’ 
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For Christmas 


Any man would appreciate the 





Collar Button Set for 
Christmas or Birthday Gift 


Four Krementz One-Piece Buttons—for front and 
back of neck and sleeves, in an attractive ribbon- 


tied box. ; 
14K Rolled Gold Plate © 
will wear a lifetime 


One Dollar the Set 
10K Gold, $4.00 14K Gold, $6.00 


Quality stamped on back of each button and guar- 
anteed. . Sent on receipt of price; if not sold by your 
jeweler or haberdasher. — ; 

; Booklet on request. 
Krementz & Co., 123 Chestnut St., Newark, N. J. 
Krementz Bodkin-Clutch Studs and Vest. Buttons. 
Go in like an Needle—Hold like an Anchor. 


Ss a pp lies for 
Sunday-Schools 


Send to the oldest and largest supply house 
_ AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


100 page catalogue /ree. 
Samples Lesson Helps /ree. 


Gems of Christmas Song 15 cents 


Acollection of Choice Christmas Carols & Hymns 


Foundation Truths éc., 35.00 per 100 
For all ages Bible Students. 


Methodist Book Concern 


EATON & MAINS JENNINGS & GRAHAM 
New York Cincinnati 


FURNISH PROMPTLY 
Books of any Publisher. 
Best Supplies for Pastors and Churches, 
Latest Sunday School Equipment. 
Graded and Uniform Lesson Helps. 
Write To-day for Catalog. 
Send 5 cents for Samples of 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


HRISTMAS 
ENTERTAINMENTS 


The best thing to do in the way of preparation for 
your coming Sunday-school Christmas entertainment 
is to ask Fillmore Music House for their Christmas 
Catalog for 1911. This catalog describes in detail 
Concert Exercises, Cantatas, Kecitation and Dialog 
Booklets, Plays, Special Action Songs—indeed about 
every possible thing imaginable for a Christmas en- 
tertainment: You should see what we are offering. 
Get Fillmore’s 64-page Catalog. Drop a postal to- 
day. Ad.cress ; ; 


FILLMORE MUSIC. HOUSE 


Bible House, New York, or Elm St., Cincinnati, O, 


Methodist Episcopal 3°°* 


Rooms 
E. A. Yeakel, Agt., 1018 Arch St.,Phila.,Pa. 


Headquarters for publications of Methodist Book 
Concern. Send us all orders for Christmas Serv- 
ices and Sapelies, ne matter by whom published. 
Full | ine Bibles, Sunday-school Supplies, Boys and 
Girls Books, Xmas Cards Calendars, etc. 

Peloubet’s S. S. Lesson Notes 1912, $1.10 postpaid. 
Tarbell’s S. S, Lesson Guide 1912, $1.15 postpaid. 
6 Best Xmas Services sent for 10 cents ia stamps 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 

MESSIAH’S RBIGN.—A new S. S. service for 
Christmas by R. Frank Lehman ; brilliant and melo- 
dious carols, choruses, anthem, exercises, etc. ‘Iwo 
samples (one of former issue) mailed for 5 cents in 
stamps. $4.00 per hundred. 

Treasured Hymns.—A different kind of a Sunday- 
school hymn-book, by R. Frank. Lehman and E. O. 
Excell. Only $22.50 per 100, . Sample copy mailed on 
receipt of 20 cen's, with special plans of payment with- 
out touching S, 5S. treasury. Frank LEHMAN, 
214 N. rsth Street, PHicapecpnia, Pa. 


| EXAMINE 


| THE CROWNING GIFT, by C. Harold Lowden 

SONGS OF ADORATION, by Various Composers 
** THE BEST OF THEM ALL ”’ 

We have only 2 services. It is gua/i¢ty and not quan- 

tity with us. | Words fit to have the children sing, and 

music that you cannot keep them from singing. Bright 

yet with proper dignity. Samples upon request. 


JOHN J. HOOD.CO. 


1024 Arch St.. = «= Philadelphia 






























































LESSON FOR NOV. 26 (Neh. 1) 


BENSDORPS 


ROYAL DUTCH 


COCOA 


There fh ap better Soot thie then 
BENSDORP’S. 
Its solubility and strength 
Ask Fo So Always in 


Importers 











CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Novello’s 
Christmas Quarterly 


% contains 
Fifteen New Christmas Anthems 


and 
Fifteen New Christmas Carols 
we will send 
One Copy 
to any choirmaster or organist 
on receipt of ten cents 


The H. W. Gray Co. 
21 East 17th St. New York 
Sole Agents for 


NOVELLO & CO.,; Ltd. 

















THE FESTIVAL SONG BUDGET 


Christmas Issue contains the music of our 
latest Christmas Services and other matters of 
musical importance. 

Send 25 cents for a year’s subscription (at 
least four issues). _You will then get our new 
services for each the Festival occasions, in- 
ciuding Children’s Day, Rally Day, Christmas 
and Easter, as soon as published, bound in one 
volume instead of separate leaflets. Every issue 
is worth the price of the year’s su 
More convenient and less expensive for you. 


Single issue by mail, 10 cents. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH Co. 


on. 


265 West 36th St. 14 W.W St. 
New York 4 
1201 Fourth Nat’l Bank Bldg., ta, Ga. 





Christmas Music! 
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[ For Children at Home 





Tom’s Thanksgiving Indian 
By Isla May Mullins 


T WAS Thanksgiving eve and Tom Brent 
sat reading a book which he had gotten 
from the city library the day before. It 

told many interesting stories of the struggles 
of the Puritan fathers and the very first 
Thanksgiving days. 

** Pil tell you what, mother,’’ he said, ‘* I 
wish I’d lived in those Puritan times. ‘Think 
of having armed men on guard even at church, 
looking for Indians any minute! Gee, 
how exciting that would be! Nothing ever 
happens now,’’ he ended disgustedly. 

rs. Brent smiled and said: # Don’t be 
too sure about that ; things happen when you 
least expect them. % 

That night the snow fell, enough to cover 
the ground quite thoroughly, and ‘hanksgiv- 
ing day dawned snappy and clear. Every- 
thing was a-sparkle outdoors and a-bustle in- 
doors, for the Brents, father and mother and 
Tom, were going out to Grandmother Brent’s 
to dinner, taking the nine o’clock train to a 
little country villag e about twenty miles from 
the — where Tom’ s father lived. 

ey started out, everybocly seemed to be 
ing somewhere in the frosty air, and 
burying” some beamed from every rosy 
face. They steamed away to grandmother’s, 
Tom keeping his face close to the car window 
all the time not to miss a thing that went 
flying past, and to be the very first to spy the 
little familiar station where they were to stop. 
When they reached it there was a mile walk 
from the station to the old Brent home, but 
they enjoyed the walk, going briskly over the 
frozen snow, and then,—they were in grand- 
mother’s arms ! 

There were turkey and plum-pudding, 
chicken-pie and cranberries,—all the good 
Thanksgiving things for dinner, Tom re- 
membered as he ate, about the Puritans” first 
Thanksgiving dinners with Indians lurking 
about, and looking out the window at a 
gloomy stretch of woods, he said’: 

** Grandma, I tell you "Indians could hide 
in that wood fine, couldn't they ?’’ 

“Indians !’’ said Grandmother, looking 
almost startled, ‘‘ I hope there’ll never be 
any more Indians in this part of the country, 
I heard enough of them when I was a child.’’ 
She could hardly realize that many Indians 
were no longer savages. 

** Would you be scared of ’em,’’ said Tom 
with a great show of astonishment. ‘I 
wouldn’t, —I’d just fight ’em like the Puritans 
did. ‘They couldn’t scare me.”’ 














Send,4 cents in stamps and get a free sample of the 
w Hyma-Book 


Gospel Hosannas 
Edited by nine leadi Brenqwicts and Hymn-writers. 


ie ~~ with an 
For Sabbatn Tinesle, You People’s Societies, 
eetings, etc. 


Evening Services, Evangelistic: 
224 Pages. Think of it! $12.50 per 100. 
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Just then a telegram was handed Mr. Brent, 
and he-had to leave at once to take a train 
back to he city on unexpected business 
which could not wait. 

** You and Tom can come in on the five 
o’clock,’’ he said to Mrs, Brent, ‘* just as we 
planned ; no need for you to spoil your day.”’ 

So it was decided, and while Mr. Brent 
hurried away they lingered long at the 
bountiful table, —bountiful as in the long ago 
days when a large family, now greatly scat- 
tered, had gathered in the big dining-room. 

It was an old-fashioned house with an attic 
where things had been stored away for two 
generations. Finding Tom had been so im- 
pressed with the early struggles of the first 
American settlers, Grandmother Brent took 
him after dinner to the attic and showed him 
her father’s soldier uniform which he had 
worn in the War of 1812, and the sword which 
he had wielded in battle. 

With shining eyes Tom looked at them and 
asked innumerable questions. Then he 
took the sword and marched up and down 
the attic floor with the blood of his soldier 
great-grandfather stirring as it never had 
stirred before in nis youthful veins. After a 
while he asked to wear the old battered cap 
and carry the sword downstairs and out into 
the yard. Grand:nother said he could, and 
then for the first time in many a long, silent 
years, cap and sword moved to the old cry of, 
** Forward march,’’ ** To arms,’’ ** Halt,’? 
though given in a child’s high treble ve 
was like an echo of the past. They dodge 
imaginary bullets and sneaked behind bushe 
lest an Indian be lurking in the near-by herr 
while the sword flew out at the least rustle 
of the wind. 

And then the sword and cap had to go back 
to the silence of past battles, and Tom started 





with his mother for the station to catch the 
five o’clock train, 

It was a lonely road along which they went 
to the station, but Tom was full of eager talk. 

**Ttell you Iyrate mother, I I had 
lived when t-grandfather did.’’ 

** Well,’’ laughed Mrs. Brent, ‘‘ and what 
would I do for a brave son to walk with me 
from grandmother’s to the station along this 
lonely road, I’d like to know?” 

Boat 7 back and said, ** Well, any- 

we had something exciting like 
In 33 coming around now,”’ and Mrs. Brent 
was just going to disagree with him, when, 
as they y sped along over the lightly 
frozen snow, a bit which had thawed some- 
what in the afternoon sun proved treacherous, 
turned her ankle and threw her to the ground. 

Both were startled, but Mrs. Brent said in 
a moment. *¢ I’m all’ ht,’? and started to 
rise. She was not all right however. 
She could not stand. an instant upon 
the foot, and she and Tom had to face a sober 
situation, They were about half-way from 
grandmother’s to the station, with a hill and 
a turn one way and a hill and a turn the other. 
Mrs, Brent decided they would not disturb 
grandmother, and that Tom had better go on 
to the station and try to get a team to come 
for her and carry her to the station to take a 
later train if they must miss the five o’clock. 

So Tom ye away in the rapidly gather- 
ing winter d but his heart was not very 
stout. He was "just ten, and while he didn’t 
mind being out pretty late in the city, a lonely 
country road was quite a different thing. If 
great-grandfather’s sword and cap could only, 
—but they were shut up with the past heroic 
deeds again. 

Tom went up the hill and made the turn, 
trying not to look to the right or the left lest 
he see some strange shape in the wood. 
Suddenly, straight ahead of him came the 
tall figure of a man, which even in the dis- 
tance and twilight gloom looked so queer 
that it brought scant comfort. Then, as it 
drew nearer, Tom saw feathers sticking up 
from the crown of the tall man’s head, and 
gradually a full-fledged Indian came plainly 
into view ! 

Tom was panic-stricken, all his desire for 
Indians vanished on the instant ; then aterror 
seized his heart which sent him flying from 
the road into the woods. Breathless he hid 
behind a tree and watched the tall savage 
swing silently by ; and, when his heart had 
quieted down a bit, he crept out upon the 
road once more and was just about to start 
on again, when suddenly he realized that the 
Indian was going straight to where his mother 
lay helpless by the road-side. 

For an instant he was paralyzed with cow- 
ardice, then setting his lips and straightening 
his shoulders till he looked as soldier-like as 
great-grandfather ever did he strode after 
that tall, savage re. 

‘* Mr, Indian, Mr. Indian,’’ he called 
stoutly when near enough, ‘‘ don’t you dare 
totouch my mother. You may kill mé if 
you want to, but don’t hurt my mother.’’ 
Which was the very best he could do with no 
gun or sword at hand. 

The Indian stop oe at the small, high voice, 
in amazement, and then, when he had looked 
into the desperately earnest face he laughed, 
but very kindly. 

** Why, son, do you think mea real flesh 
and blood Indian? I’m only a ‘ make- 
believe’; I’m on my way to a Thanksgiving 
costume party we country young folks have 
gotten up,’’ and as Tom relaxed they both 
laughed, the boy a little sheepishly, 

Then the trouble Tom and his mother were 
in came out, the man knew just where to get 
ateam and soon the three, Mrs. Breni, the 
Indian, and Tom were driving comfortably to 
the station in a phaeton, 

Mrs. Brent said, when she was safesin her 
own bed with her foot well bandaged, that 
she certainly was startled when she saw Tom 
driving up for her with an Indian in war-paint 
and feathers, —which the flashing lantern had 
made most vivid in the darkness. 

And then, slipping his hand into hers, 
Tom whispered with a funny little smile: 

‘* I was an awful coward when I saw that 
Indian, mother, and if I hadn’t tried to keep 
him from scalping you, I,—1 never could 
have worn great-grandfather’s cap and sword 
again !”” 


LouIsvVILLE, Ky. 
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Please Speak 
With Your 
Club 
Organizer 


this week about the renewing 
of your subscription to the en- 
Brged Sunday School ‘Times. 
You may not recall just when 

our subscription is renewable. 
He can tell you. 

It will greatly help the club- 
organizer if you will not wait 
for him to seek you out. He 
will do that, of course, as soon 
as he can, when the renewal 
time draws near. But he will 
appreciate the help that you 
can give him by requesting 
him to renew your subscrip- 
tion when due, and by hand- 
ing him one dollar (the new 
club rate for the enlarged 
paper)+—and the subscriptions 
of any of your fellow-workers 
who would like to join the 
club. 

A few subscribers have ex- 
pressed the hope that they 
could renew their subscriptions 
at the old rates... That would 
have been feasible ¢f it had 
been the purpose ‘of the pub- 
lishers to increase the rates on 
a certain date wethout increas- 
ing the size or value of the 
paper. 

But the paper was increased 
in size and scope and value 
several weeks before the new 
rates went into effect. The 
cost of the one-third enlarge 
ment is therefore met by an 
advance in subscription rates 
applicable to all subscriptions, 
old ‘or new,—an advance of 
less than half a cent a week 
to the club subscriber, and less 
than a cen¢a week to the single 
subscriber, 

Please read now the new 
statement of rates in the ad- 
joining column. That will give 
the facts a little more in detail. 

And may we suggest. that 
we shall be glad to mail to any 
whose names you send us free 
specimen copies of the paper? 


How about that Adult Bible Class? 
Have the members just the lesson-help 
they need? Why not The Sunday School 
Times? Enough free specimen copies 
for distribution in the class sent promptly 
at your request. 


THe Sunpay ScHoor Times Co., 
1031 Walnut St, 
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Prayer and the Victorious Life 
(Continued from page $68) 


ourselves and others the wrong of 
weak, discouraged, and helpless, when 


** With us is pra yer. 
And — and joy courage are with 
Thee ! 


When the soul has been much with God, sin 


becomes exceeding sinful, and a great desire | 


is kindled to overcome it. 
their power. 
of the ‘Tempter, who no longer appears as an 
angel of light. The secret springs of strength 
give victory in the struggle with passion and 
appetite. That fellowship with God sheds 
abroad in the heart a love to men, which is 
the fulfilling of the Law, and makes it im- 
possible to defraud or injure them. 

Turning from the negative victory over 
sin to the positive achievement of service for 
God, we find, from the experience of all the 
saints, that out of this long and habitual fellow- 
ship, and possibly wrestling, with God, comes 
the wisdom to attempt great things for God, 
and that influx of the Holy Spirit’s word and 

wer which makes the attempt successful. 
Saceet wrestling in prayer, hidden in the 
bush, though in sight of the Indian wig- 
wams, and then issuing out to speak to them 
and to teach them, or Livingstone, always 
on his knees, dying on his knees, in perpet- 
ual prayer for Africa and the open sore of the 
world, are the classical examples oi the way in 
which work, even the most difficult and im- 
possible work, is done for God. It is, in 
the last resort, God in’us that makes 
our work effectual, that overcomes opposi- 
tion, and levels the mountains to the plain. 
It is his work in us and through us which 
tells. All that promotes the unfettered and 
unhindered life of God in us is doing his 
work, and the hindrance to his work lies in 
any obstacle which clogs the channel and 
prevents the free operation of his Spirit. 

Our victory therefore over self and sin, or 
over other souls, or over difficulties and im- 
possibilities, depends on the free and unhin- 
dered union with God by which we become 
willing and ready instruments in his hands. 
And that union is the result of sufficient and 
continuous prayer. 


‘Temptations lose 


ious, and (in the way of God’s command- 
ments) invincible, 

Third: But the great difficulty always re- 
mains: How are we to be always in prayer, 
or how’ are we to maintain the life of prayer 
at all in any effectual way? Now the pres- 
ent writer has found it necessary for years to 
maintain (and to pray much that he may be 
able to maintain) fixed hours of prayer, —the 
morning watch, the midday intercession, 
the evening recall.. He learned the neces- 
sity from Law’s ‘‘ Serious Call,’’ and he still 
believes that that immortal work gives the 
essential secret of the triumphant life. Law’s 
own calm and triumphant death after such a 
life of prayer as he has described, and the 
vast influence which his word and work have 
had on men for now wellnigh two centuries, 
are the best evidence that prayer is best 
maintained and most effectual if the prayer- 
times and the prayer methods are scrupu- 
lously kept and rejuvenated from year to 
year. Gordon put a certain sign outside his 
tent, which, his men knew, meant that he 
was not to be interrupted. It was his hour 
of prayer. Xavier retired to his tent with 
orders that he was not to be disturbed even 
by) enquirers,—though he added as an after- 
thought, *‘ unless they should be children,’’ 
I think all the victors who have overcome, 
whose bright names star the heavens and 
wilt shine for ever and ever, made and kept 
their hours of prayer. If these souls had not 
insisted on being alone in the deep mid- 
silence between themselves and God, their 
great deeds might never have been attempted, 
but it.is certain that they could never. have 
been done. 

Therefore, whether the desire for prayer 
is on you or not (nay, the more if there is no 
desire.and even a strong repugnance), get 
to your.closet at the set times: shut yourself 
in with God; wait upon him, seek his face, 
realize him, pray. Have some aids to devo- 
tion in that sacred and secret place, the 
prayers of the great souls who have gone 
before. you, — Andrews, Wesley, Samuel 
Johnson, R. L. Stevenson,—that you may 
help, your infirmity with their strength. 
Especially have your Bible, and learn to use 
and, to mark it as an aid to devotion. Study 
the prayers in that book, and pray. as the 

( Continued on next page) 


The mask is torn off the face | 





If we could be always |; 
in real prayer we. should be always victor- | 
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LESSON, FOR NOY. 26 (Neh. 1) 


( Continued from preceding page) 
prophets, the ts, the spiritual leaders 
of men, pra before you. Pray as Christ 
prayed, and prays. 

Let the place of prayer for you preserve a 
sanctity, so that you do not bring into it all 
the buzzing trifles of the world. A tall light- 
house in the, tropics was at one time made 
almost useless by the multitude of tiny in- 
sects that swarmed on the glass. Sweep 
away the obstructing thoughts, the petty de- 
tails of the day and the night. Push on into 
the upper air, and insist on finding God. 
Do not abide too closely. by hours; but 
rather say, ‘* I will pot let thee go except 
thou bless me,” or, **I will not leave this 
room till I have seen thy face.’’ 

Have lists of subjects for prayer : names 
of those whom you would pray for, the 
causes and works you ought to remember, 
and your own petitions offered in happy and 
favorable moments ; all at hand, so that you 
may get as swiftly as possible to your great 
task, and not step into idle reverie or dead- 
ening routine. 

The Morning Watch is essential. You 
must not face the day till you have faced 
God, nor look into the face of others till you 
have looked into his. You cannot expect to 
be victorious if the day begins only in your 
strength, or if you neglect to put on and re- 
adjust the spiritual armor. 

The Evening Recall is essential, to survey 
the day and find its faults and omissions, and 
seek to be forgiven, to lay your head on your 
pillow -pardoned, to get the subconscious 
currents of the mind which go on in sleep 
right with God; yes, and to offer fervent 
thanks for another day’s march accomplished, 
and the nearing Home; few of’us will ever 
dream of omitting this exercise of the soul. 

But I plead, if it is at all possible, for a 
time at noon, a pause, a recolléction, a re- 
covery, and a return of the soul to her God. 
‘To secure the “‘ prayer without ceasing,”’ a 
day is too long to go without specific prayer. 
You want.a stepping-stone in the stream to 
get safely across. At noon, before or after 
the midday meal, find some opportunity to 
retire into the conscious presence of God, 
and renew your purposes and your. life in 
him, until the light of evening-time. © 

Always remember that the whole secret of 
the victorious life is to be in the conscious 
presence of God. To maintain that contact 
with God in Christ Jesus by which the life 








Red 


It’s the Red Blood les that P. 
s the R cod Serpuacies roper 


An Ohio woman says Grape-Nuts food 
gave her good red blood and _ restored 
the roses of youth to a complexion: that 
had been muddy and blotchy. Shesays: 

‘* For ro years I had stomach trouble 
which produced a breaking out on my 
face. ‘The doctors seve italong Latin 
name, but their medicines failed to cure 
it. Along with this I had frequent head- 
aches, nervousness and usually pain in 
my stomach after meals. 

‘I got disgusted with the drugs, 
stopped them and coffee off short, and 

uit eating everything but fruit and 
tape-Nuts, with Postum for my table 
beverage. 

** The headaches, stomach trouble, and 
nervous weakness disappeared almost 
like magic, which showed that when the 
cause was removed and good food and 
drink used nature was ready to help. 

‘* My blood was purified and my com- 
plexion became like a young girl’s while 
my weight was increased from go to 120 
pounds ina few months—good, solid firm 
flesh, where it used to be soft and flabby. 

‘‘I recommended Grape-Nuts and 
Postum tovone of my friends, who was 
afflicted as Ihadbeen. She followed my 
advice and in a short time was restored 
to complete health and in about 8 months 
her weight increased from 100 to 148 
pounds. 

‘‘Our doctor, observing the effect of 
Grape-Nuts and Postum in our cases, de- 
clared, the other day, that he would 
hereafter prescribe these food products 
for gastritis.” Name given by Postum 
Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, -*The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘** There’s a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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of God flows unhindered through the soul, 
and to have always at hand the power- 
ful succor of ‘*Christ within,” shat is to 
overcome the world. Now whenever that 
Presence of God becomes uncertain, and the 
contact with him feeble, the remedy is prayer; 
seize the opportunity anywhere, or at any 
time of the day, to go apart and to wait on 
the Lord, to plead for the uplifting of his 
countenance upon you, and for the out- 
stretching of his hand toward you. Yes, 
wrestle, and believe, until the Presence is 


known. ° ‘* They that wait for Jehovah shall |, 
renew their strength ; they shall mount up |. 


with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 


not be weary; they shall walk, and not | | 


faint’’ (Isa, 40: 31). 
‘** Be not afraid to pray ; to pray is right, 


Pray (if thou canst) with hope; but ever 


pray, 
— hope be weak, or sick with long 

delay, 
Pray in the darkness, if there be no light.... 


** But if for any wish thou dar’st not pray, 
Then pray to God to cast that wish away.” 


Lonpon, Ene, 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











NEw YorK.-—- Will you kindly tell me 
where I can get the 
of Palestine? I would like to get such a map 
that would be from 18 to 20 inches in length at 
least.—S. L. D. 

The only manufacturer I know of who 
produces a Relief Map of Palestine is The 
Atlas Sunday Sunday School Supply Com- 
pany, 1024 Van Buren Street, West, Chi- 
cago. These maps are edited by Professor 
Ernest D. Burton, of the University of Chi- 
cago. The map is called ‘ Politico-Relief 
Map of Palestine,’’? and is an actual re}j 
map. ‘The size, however, is larger tha 
desire, being 34 by 47 inches. It weighs 
fifteen pounds, and costs $17. If you will 
write to the house named, you may possibly 
be able to secure additional information 
which will be of advantage to you. 












MONTANA.—Would vou think it advisable 
for a Sunday-school to hire space in a daily 
x ye the public know that it is alive? 
—T. D. R. 

It might be a good thing to do if the school 
is dead, but if the school is alive it will not 
be necessary. The best advertising for a 
Sunday-school is the good word spoken for 
it by those who are in it; and if they are 
alive and interested, others will know it, and 
its fame will be spread abroad. 

Speaking of daily papers, however, churches 
and Sunday-schools would do better to ask 
no fayors. They should pay for what they 
get, as anybody else does, Many daily 
papers have received the impression, and not 
without reason, that churches are ‘‘ spongers’’ 
in this regard, akhough papers are all willing, 
as a rule, to print items of real news without 
expense, and ‘indeed they are usually glad to 
get them. 





IOWA.—-Wili yeu, through the columns of 
study which! may put in the hands of young 
whic 

Christians ? sg Som in my Sunday-school 
several who are very near a decision for Christ. 
‘There are no Christian influences in this neigh- 
borhood except the Sunday-school, the nearest 
church being three miles and a-half away from 
the schoolhouse in which we hold our Sunday- 
school. ‘The responsibility in the matter falls 
largely upon me, and any advice you may be 
able to give me will be most thankfully re- 
ceived.—M. E. H. 

Practically all the denominational pub- 
lishing houses have leaflets on this very sub- 
ject. ‘There are some books also that will 
be very helpful. Send to your publishing 
house for samples, and look them over, 
selecting such as will meet your purpose. 
It is well always in using a tract of this kind 
to explain it somewhat, or at least talk about 
it a little when you hand it to the pupil. 
This will tend to create an interest that will 
cause him to read it more carefully. In- 
deed, it is questionable if it would not be 
better to distribute fewer tracts, taking time 
for a few personal words with each tract 
given out. If teachers who are interested in 
pupils who seem to be nearing the time of 
decision would read Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man’s book on ‘Spiritual Life in the Sun- 
day-school ’’ (United Society of Christian En- 


on Trees 


Nature would cover them with 
shells, like nuts, protecting from . 
moisture, mildew, dirt and_ insects. 


Just so are Uneeda Biscuit protected by the 
moisture-proof, dust-proof package. It keeps 
them oven-fresh and crisp, retaining all their 
flavor and goodness till used. 


Think it over and you will always 
buy the protected kind 


Uneeda 
Biscuit 
y 








When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 











deavor, 35 cts.) they would find much help. 





If any one should ask you, ‘‘ What good 
new plans can we try to quicken the social 
life of our church?” would you know? 

You could know, easily, some five hun- 
dred ways, all of them good, many of them 
very new. 

They are told in a cleverly illustrated 
book of 358 pages which will be sent to you 
on approval, if you will ask for it. 

Just say on a postal card, ‘I should like 
to see, on approval, the book that tells of 
some five hundred ways of helping our 
church,” —adding your full address. 

If you do not care to keep the book, 
return it, paying only the return postage, 12 
cents. 

The book is yours for $1.00. 

Will you examine it? 

The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Westminster 
Series of New 
Christmas 
Greeting 
Booklets and Enveiopes 


These booklets have been carefully selected for us by. one of the 
largest publishers in the world. ‘They are printed on finest stock, 
each with an individual cover design in colors, 

‘The verses and quotations used are both religious and secular. 


Ten eight-page. booklets with ten envelopes to match in each 
series. 


Series No. 1. ‘Ten booklets, ...... . 25 cents, postpaid Bee 
Series No. 2, Ten booklets. ...... . 25 cents, postpaid ACY 


Sunday-School, Home Department 
ang Adult Bible Class Calendars 


for 1912 
10 cents each, $1.00 a dozen, or $8.00 
a 100, prepaid.” (Ansorted 3; Kabuss 
These calendars contain tne lesson titles, golden texts, 
and the daily Bible Readings for the entire year. 
The Sunday School Calendar, With New Artistic 
Cover Design in Colors. 
The Home Department Calendar. Prepared especially 
for this department. Can be given appropriately to 
your Home Department as a Christmas or New Year 


remembrance. 
The Adult Bi Calendar will appeal to the 
members of this movement. With a new cover 


containing the emblem of the Aduk Hibie Classes. 











Christmas Candy Boxes 


No. 1. St. Nicholas Box. Half-pound size only. 
$1.50 a hundred, postage 52 cents a hundred 
extra; or expressage 35 cents a hundred extra. 


No. 2. Merry Christmas Brick Box. Half-pound 
size only. $1.00 a hundred, postage 52 cents a 
hundred extra; or expressage 35 cents a hundred 
extra, 


No. 3, Cornucopia Candy Box. Half-pound size 
only. $1.75 a hundred, postage 52 cents a 
hundred extra ; or expressage 35 cents a hundred 
extra, 


No. 4. Christmas Greetings Box. Half-pound 
size only. $1.25 a hundred, postage 52 cents a 
hundred extra; or expressage 35 cents a hundred 
extra, 


Pa, 5. Manger Candy x. $1.25 a hundred 
Ver $20.00 thousand, F., 9. — ‘ 
No. 6. Cradle Roll Box. $2.00 a hundred, post- 
age 85 cents a hundred extra; or expressage 55 
cents a hundred extra, 


SEND TEN CENTS FOR SAMPLE SET 














The New Sunday School and Church Supply Catalog for 1912 is now read 
The 1911 Holiday Book List full of Novelties and Suggestions for the Holidays 
We will mail either or both of these catalogs on request 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


New Vork, 156 Fifth Ave, Chicago, 509 S, Wabash Ave. St. Lowis, 505 N. Seventh St. 
San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. Nashville, 415 Church St. Pittsburgh, 202 Fulton Bidg. Cincinaati, 420 Elm St. 


You Have a RIGHT to Independence! 


You have a right to independence, but you must have an Aonest pur- 
pose to earn it. Many have purpose, ambition and energy, but thor- 
ough direction and intelligent help must be supplied. Mv instruction 
supplies the first, and our Co-operative Bureau fulfills the second. 
Large numbers have availed themselves of both, succeeding to a re- 
markable degree. Investigate without prejudice, this opportunity to 


LEARN THE COLLECTION BUSINESS 


and escape salaried drudgery for life. If you have an islea that the collection 
business as I teach it is not as safe, sure and dignified as a bank, or any other 
profitable business, you are mistaken, and I will prove it, if you earnestly de- 
sire to get aherd. No essentirl branch of business is so limitless, nor less 
crowded. No business may be built so large without investment of capital. I 
will gladly send you, for the askin; . 
* POIN'TERS ON THE COLLECTION BUSINESS.” 

It may mean comfort for life, if not a great deal more. Write for it now. 


W. A. SHRYER, Pres., American Collection Service, 426 State St. Detroit, Mich. 















































BIBLES 


AT LOW PRICES 


We offer special discounts to Minis- 
ters, Superintendents. Teachers, Bible 
Readers, Colporteurs, Evangelists, 
Bible Agents and Booksellers on the 
famous Series of 600 styles of 


International >. 
Bibles 


Clear type, strong paper and binding. 
Every help for Bibie Exposition and 
study. Our complete handsome cata- 
logue will be sent free on request. 
Ptease state your occupation. 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. 
1008 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Envelope 


System 


Don't take the risk 
of confusing the ac- 
counts of your entire 
church membership., #} 

Even one defective envelope’itt évery 
will cause endless trouble and complaints. 

Duplex-Richmond has the ‘defective 
envelope” stage. Absolute accuracy is our 
watchword. If-we havea dissatisfied customer, [1 
it isn’t our fault. It's because he 
has kept.it to himself, 

We-guarantee satisfaction at 
any cost. 

Write for Free 
**Duplex Unit 38°" 


DUPLEX - RICHMOND, VA, 
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( Continzed from page 565) 
now, as they drew him, and then as his 
own eyes fell before them. 
_ **Lalso have news—from the front,’’ an- 
swered the prophet. 

** My message is very important.’’ 

** And mine.’’ 

Like two matched champions they faced 
each other, the soldier towering aloft in 
physical dominance, the prophet serenely 
Fifexible, even confident. Suddenly it came 
upon Benaiah that this was but ae 

y both were keeping something unsaid. 
: ** You know this infamy ?’’ he whispered. 

The prophet inclined his head. . 

‘* And still go to him? You shall, only— 
after you I follow. /y message he shall 
hear also.’’ 

He spoke with a soldier’s sternness, but 
he to whom he spoke quailed not. 

“‘If he hear not my message, yours he 
shall hear,’’ he answered, and together they 
entered the presence, 

The room revealed an Oriental splendor 
against which there had already risen vague 
murmurings. Upon the inlaid floor were 
costly and the dressed skins of strange 
beasts ; the walls were blazoned with varie- 
gated colors, the couches spread with silken 
coverlets ; through the open shutters there 
fell the starlight, and mingled its softer radi- 
ance with the glow from golden lamps. 

The soldier saluted as he presented the 

prophet, moved backward to the door, and 
then, on its very threshold, seemed by his 
immobility to efface himself. He waited, an 
observer would have said, the sign by which 
the monarch would dismiss him. To all ap- 
pearance he was as insensate as one of the 
carven pillars; but king and prophet lay 
directly before his unwinking eyes, his hand 
was upon his sword-hilt, and he knew him- 
self still master of the situation, 
The unwonted, the almost effeminate, lux- 
f the king’s dress did not escape him ; 
» with a sort of savage, vindictive joy, 
he noted that the sight of the prophet had 
seemed to rouse an intensification of the 
same uneasiness which he himself had felt, 
though the king appeared to be seeking to 
mask it with a mien of almost caressing 
graciousness, 

** You are not with us as often as of old,’’ 
he was saying. ‘* We see you too seldom.”’ 

And then—-it may have been only the 
watcher’s fancy, but it seemed to him that a 
look of apprehension shot across the smiling 
face, such a look as he had seen upon the 
faces of men in battle, when above them the 
sword hung poised for its last stroke. 

**T have been from the city,’’ the prophet 
answered slowly, ‘‘and am but new come 
from your old home, where, in remembrance 
of you, I quenched my thirst at the well of 
Bethlehem that is by the gate.’’ 

‘* How well I remember!’ exclaimed the 
king. ‘The sense of relief was evident in his 
very voice. A sudden flush had sprung to 
his cheek, and at Benaiah’s heart, too, 
something was gripping. ‘‘ You were there 
that day—when in the heat of the battle I 
longed for a drink from that well, and Ele- 
azer, and Abishai, and Benaiah—I shall 
never forget—heard me, and out of their 
loyalty brought it at the price of wounds and 
at the risk of their very lives.’’ 

** I can believe, said the prophet solemnly, 
**that a thousand years hence men may be 
stirred by the memory of that deed. Or,’’ 
he added, ‘‘ of your act, when you would not 
drink it—their blood as you called it—-but 
poured it out an offering to Jehovah.”’ 

**I could not have drunk it,’’? answered 
the king simply. And the captain of the 
body-guard, despite the silken turban, the 
perfumed hair, the golden neck-chain, saw 
in the figure before him something of the 
man he had loved and would have followed 
to the death. Then he remembered and 
steeled his heart. 

** And found you the little town much as 
it used to be?’’ inquired the king. 

**Much as of old. I saw one shepherd- 
boy watching his sheep, practising between 
times with his sling, and beside him upon the 
grass a rude harp. He might have been 
yourself of other days.’’ 


**Of other and happier days,’’ the king | 





mused, ‘* There is a sadness in it that hap- 








Holman Bible 
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piness, like innocence, we should know best 
only when we have lost it.’’ 

e het seemed not to have noted the 
remark, In an even tone he went on: 

** And there came to me one story I had 
thought to tell you some time when you had 
leisure. The minds of kings, I know, are 
burdened with great matters; apd yet—’”’ 

** When were we -_ troubled by aught 

us?’’ the king demanded. 
ar Witepees then: it is of two 
men, both well known to me. One rich, 
‘the other poor, .The rich man had t 
the poer man only one wee eWe- 
lamb. It had grown up almost-as one of 
the ‘family, ate from his hand, drank from 
his cup, with his children. It 
seemed to him almost another child.” 

The silent watcher, his hand still on his 
sword, was listening as intently as was the 
king. He too had, as a boy, tended the 
sheep; he knew the love that a man can feel 
way animal, helpless and trusting, that 
looks to. him as to its a and, ee 
for the tragedy the simple story seemed to 
promise, he almost forgot even that other 
wrong which had set his soul aflame. 

** A guest came to the rich man,’’ went on 
the strong, deep voice, ‘‘and for the meat to 
set before him he went not to his own flocks, 
but to the home of the r man, and took 
the one ewe-lamb, kiiled it and dressed it. 
I thought pene ” 

A cry of inarticulate fury burst from the 
king. He sprang to his feet. 

** The man shoulddie,’’ he stormed. ‘* He 
showed no mercy. He shall restore four- 
fold. He shall—”’ 

Then there fell on him the prophet’s eyes, 
pure and searching as fire from the heart of 
the Shekinah, tender as a mother brooding 
above her firstborn, terrible as an army with 
banners; and a voice of which the gentleness 
cut like a two-edged sword said : 

‘* Thou art the man,’’ 

As at a blow he reeled; his wrath fell from 
him a cheap and tawdry thing; the strength 
was gone either to call or fly; he sank upon 
the silken divan, his face hid Aaiehan 
while the prophet, standing before him; spoke 
on, evenly, relentlessly. . 

From Benaiah there had burst a great sob, 
but neither king nor prophet had heard it. 
A moment more and he had mastered him- 
self; then he stole forth, unnoted. But even 
as he went, there came to him snatches of 
terrible words, words he would fain have 
missed, foretelling such things as in his first 
wild imprecation he could not, in set terms, 
have called down upon that head. 

An ‘hour ago he had hated him unutterably. 
But now, as he saw him stricken and weep 
ing, subdued to dust and ashes amid his 
splendors, there was no man the ¢aptain of 
the body-guard had ever so greatly pitied. 


In the outer anteroom he waited the 
prophet. 

** You will go to your own house?’’ he 
asked. 

The man turned toward him his sad, hag- 
gard face; he seemed to have aged since he 
had entered the king’s presence, and he was 
trembling with such an emotional reaction as 
Benaiah himself had -known that youthful 
day long gone when he had come up out of 
the pit, having slain the licn in time of snow. 

** Yes,’’ he replied. 

**T will attend you. Wait for me.’’ 

He darted back into the palace. Adjoin- 
ing the king’s private apartments was a litule 
chapel, in the severe simplicity of which he 
had always delighted. Often he and the 
other staff officers had met there on the eve 
of a campaign ; always it had in some way 
reminded him of a ps, 1 athe tent, and the re- 
semblance was heightened by one of the two 
votive offerings—a suit of armor many sizes 
too large foreven Benaiah himself. Thither 
he hurried, entered, and in the darkness ran 
his hands along the.wall till they touched the 
other offering, which hung beside the armor : 
upon it the dust lay thick but not a. string 
was wanting. 

‘The rattle ef his scabbard at the threshold 
of the room they had just quitted was pur- 
poseful, but when he entered the king lay 
prone upon his face and did not lift his head. 
Beside him he laid it and stole out. 

Beyond the threshold he waited, restless, 
anxious, listening : then the first notes came, 
tremblingly, uncertain; slowly they gained 
in confidence; the voice he knew would 
follow, as in the old days, and, he. hurried 
forth to meet the waiting prophet; the rest 
was for the ear of Infinite Compassion. 
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‘For practical purposes The 71911 Bible has all the merits of the 
1611 version and fewer of its textual disadvantages. ... It should be wel- 
comed with enthusiasm by all who still prefer the old Bible to the English 
and American Revised Versions.’’— Zhe Sunday School Times, Oct. 14, 1911. 


Fall Announcement 


THE GRIFFITH AND ROWLAND PRESS 





‘*Just as has been said of the making of books, so it may be said of 
the making of Bibles, —‘ there is no end.’ But at last a Bible has been pro- 
duced which will doubtless meet with unusual favor,—‘* The 1911 Bible.’ 
. .. Weare sure that this Bible will meet the fullest expectations.’ —A/oody 


Church Herald, September 1, 1911. 
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THE 1911 BIBLE 


Being 
The Authorized Version of 1611 
With 
The Text Carefully Amended 
by American Scholars 








OTHER 


A New System of Chain References. 
A New System of Collected References. 


FEATURES A New System of Paragraphs. 
= The Old Familiar Verse Form Retained. 


Beautifully printed Black Faced Type on Fine White and 
the Famous Oxford India Papers. From $1.25 upwards. 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST ON APPLICATION 














American Branc 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 35 west 3200 ona ew York 





The Four Faces 


P. S. Henson, D.D. 


Doctor Henson’s fame as a preacher is as wide as the continent. 
Whether in Philadelphia, Chicago, or Boston, he spoke to 
large audiences and to their interest and profit. It was meet, 
therefore, that some of these pulpit utterances should be gath- 
ered up and perpetuated in book form, This volume performs 
that mission, and we are sure that those who heard, and 
many who did not hear, will welcome this fact of publication, 


Price, $1.00 net. 


Chundra Lela 


Z. F. Griffin 


Chundra Lela was the daughter of a high-caste family in the 
province of Nepal, India, ruled by a native prince. Doctor 
Griffin, who for many years was a missionary in India, came 
in touch with her, and also into possession of details of her 
family life furnished by herself. Hence the story of her strug- 
gles and conversion and ministry is given in her own language 
to a very large extent. Price, 50 cents net. 


What of the Church? 


J- Sherman Wallace 


This book is a real, red-blooded, alert-and-alive discussion of 

Mi Il the church and its functions. Men everywhere are asking 

scelianeous how it may best meet the conditions of the day, and this book 
Sos will help them toan answer. Price, 50 cents net. 


The Yellow Magnet 


E. J- Houston 


The Yellow Magnet is the fourth volume of The Young Min- 
eralogist Series. It carries the characters, most of them, with 
whom we have already had to do, into further and increasingly 
interesting adventures. Price, $1.25 net. 


1701-1703 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


Sermons 
—————_—_—_—_ 





Juvenile 
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CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 





Xmas Cards 


No. 25. ‘Ten dainty folders. 25 cts. Pretty 
designs in colors, embossed. Average 4x3 in. 


Christmas Letters 


No. 50. ‘Ten assorted Christmas letters with 


fine quality envelopes in box. 40cts. The ten 
designs are beautiful, all different, as are also the 
sentiments expressed. Heavily embossed and 
richly colored on fine white stock. 574x3% inches. 
Holly Tags 

No. 50. Size 4%x2 1-16 in. 10 cts. per pack- 
age of ten embossed holly designs. 


Holly Cards 

No. 714. Size 3%x2% inches. 10 cts. per 
package of ten embossed holly designs in colors. 
on linen-finished card. 


Steel Plate Greeting Cards 
_ No. 1211. | ‘Il'welve single cards with envelopes 
in box, 50 cts.; 5 cts.each. Unusual in style. 
Holly twig stamped from steel plate, red and green. 
o. 1241. Eight cards enclosed in cases with 
envelopes in box, 60 cts. Per single card and 
case, 8 cts. ‘lhe Christmas Greeting, with poin- 
settia on cases, heavily embossed from steel plate; 
also card for enclosure. 


Holly Paper 
18x25 inches, for wrapping gifts, 25 sheets for 
0 cts.; 10 sheets 40 cts. postpaid. 


Christmas Post Cards 

B. 25 for 25 cts.; 95 cts. per 100 assorted 
holly designs. 
Calendars 

Nine beautiful designs from 5 cts. to 60 cts., 
all illustrated in catalog. 
Christmas Scroll No. 95 

15 cts. each. ‘A Christmas Recipe’’ printed 
in blue, black and gold lettering on heavy parch- 
ment papgr of deep tint, uneven in outline. Sur- 
rounding’ the recipe are a series of attractive de- 
signs suggestive of the Christmas season. At- 
tached to reverse side by red seal on which is em- 
bossed ** Ye Merrie Christmas ”’ is silk ribbon to 
tie the scroll after rolling. 107%x8% in. 


Camera Candy Box 

Printed in exact representation of a_camera. 
Haif-pound size only. $1. per roo. Delivery. 
35 cents per 100 additional. 
Candy Boxes 

A full set of samples (16 boxes) 35 cts. 
Christmas Services 

‘I wenty-six complete sent on receipt of 75 cts. 
Cantatas for Christmas Festival 


Ten complete, containing in all 160 pages, sent 
on receipt of 35 cts. 





Watchwords 

4 cts. each; or for a lot 
of 12 assorted watch cards 
nicely boxed in watch case, 
35 cts. postpaid. Made in 
the shape of a watch, and an 
exact reproduction of an 
open-face watch. Very nicely 
colored. A circular dial may 
be changed, showing a dif- 
ferent text for each day in 
the week. These watch cards 
are unusually attractive to 
young children. 


Books of the Bible 
Celluloid Bookmark 
5 cts. each; ‘I'welve for 50 cts. Printed in 


black with red border. Purple ribbon marker 
4%x% inches. 


Birthday Post Cards 


No. 10. 1% cts. each; 50 or over, at $1.00 per 
roo. Assorted designs(ten). |'eautiful sentiment 
on each. Embossed with unusual and exceed- 
ingly pretty designs. 


Size, 354x2%. 





Prayer Cards 
Most beautifully colored designs. Lit!:ographed 

on heavy enameled bristol stock, round corners, 

silvered edges. 

A. Size, 7%x5%, 3 cts. each; 10 or over, at 
2% cts. each. Fight titles: 

*fubtiate Deo.”’ 
“Words of Wis- 
dom.” 
“Divine 
Counsel.” 
** Peaceable 
‘ruits.”” 
‘Praise, Prayer 
and Peace.”’ 

Selections also 
from 

ohn 3: 16. 

omans 14 : 17. 
John 15: 5. 

B. Size 8%x6. 
3% cts. each; 10 
or over,3cts. each. 
Three titles: 
**Sixty-seventh 








Psalm. 
**MorningHymn.” 
“Evening Hymn.” 
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Our 112-page Holiday Catalogue listing a most complete line of Holiday 
and Sunday-school Suantien WRITE F C 


TO-DAY FOR .CATALOGUE 








MacCALLA & C0., Inc., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














°F ire’s 
Out” 


HEN comes the matter 

of insurance. You get out 

your policy and note the company 

in which you are insured. Certain 

questions should not arise to worry 
you at such a time. 

You should not be worried by the 
question of whether you are insured 
in a company that dickers and de- 
lays over settlement. 

You should not be worried over 
the question of whether the com- 
pany can pay the claim. 

You should not be worried by the 
question of whether you have had 
enough protection to cover your loss. 

To be insured in The Hartford 
Fire Insurance Company eliminates the 
first two of these worries. By consultation 
with a Hartford agent before taking out 
your policy, he will tell you the proper 
proportion of insurance to carry and that 
eliminates the third. 

The evident thing to do be- 
fore the fire in order to eliminate worry is to be 
insured in the right kind of company. 


Insist on the HARTFORD 


Agents Everywhere 
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) tke Business End of a Sunday School” ; os 


the most valuable and instructiv . 
er published in the sites et of mod 5 eR 
n Su calc Eieal se 


aes of interesting, helpful plan 


a 
It contains 116 am 
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WS BY Lig ods designe nek make Su nday School work fees 
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- for icine Sunday School methods 


been crowded into this — — 
—— en Pa of all this effort withou 
agg the asking. Su nay School workers i 
t as a guide book to improved Su ne 
Scho ia an _— 
“The Business End of a Sunday School” for 
1912 has been revised, improved, a agbe ew features 
added, amo aie ch the following are worthy of 


mention : 


Bethlehem to Calvary 
Award asi 
iffer nes fro 


series of eight pins, each pin requiring the learning of 





full instructions supplied Free. Find out about it. 
The “Very Best” < 
Song Book 


A new Song Book by Excell and 
ages, containing all the Excell favorites—won 


ay for copy of o autifully illustra’ 
“The Business End of a Sunday School ” 


Hammond Publishing Co. 
Dept. S, Milwaukee, Wis. 


a nen 


: Z go, » a 
c. a8 ; ab? oD y 
| | .8 ee bis 
A a as ea a Maa a 


oOsition in undaay A 
wBUUEUEEEEEEweund 





